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Art. I. Brief Exposition of Important Texts. 


“ This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glo- 
rified thereby. John xi. 4. 
Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.” John xi. 14. 


We are here told in ‘the fourth verse, that the sickness of Lazarus 
was not unto death; and again, in the fourteenth verse, that he was ac- 
tually dead. Commentators iinagine, that the difficulty may be obvia- 
ted, by supposing the meaning to be, that, the sickness of Lazarus, 
though it would terminate in death, yet not in a death that would con- 
tinue to triumph over his body, and separate between him and his 
friends, till time ended, and the morning of the resurrection dawned. 
Even this supposition does not, however, remove the apparent contra- 
diction between the 4th and the 14th verses. The great source of 
difficulty appears to have been, in commentators, and readers general- 
ly, understanding the conjunction “but,” as an adversative ; that is, as 
expressing some opposition between what precedes, and what follows ; 
and implying that Lazarus would not really die ; that the sickness was 
not unto death, but for the promotion of some other purpose. “ Adda, 
but,” is here, however, evidently a conditional conjunction, expressing 
a limitation and an inference from what precedes ; and is of the same 
import with except. ‘This sickness is not unto death, except for, (or 
on account of,) the glory of God.” Glassius, in his Philologia Sacra 
says, this word is used to signify except, and quotes in proof, Mark ix. 
8, “ And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no 
mau any more, save (ada, except) Jesus only.” A similar use of the 
word, we find in the parallel passage in Mat. xvii. 8. This use of the 
conjunction but, is also common in our own language; and one of the 
first meanings given to it in our best dictionaries, is except. The motto 
of the christian has been said to be “ none but Christ.” “ None but the 
holy shall enter heaven.” Let the reader then remember the primary 
meaning of but, and all the difficulty, and apparent contradiction in these 
passages is done away. Jesus does not say that Lazarus would not die- 
On the contrary, He expressly intimates, that he would die; while, at 
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the same time, He declares that the sickness would not thus terminate 
in death, but for the promotion of the glory of God. Jesus did not per- 
mit this sickness to bring on death, in order to wound the hearts of 
those He loved,—to fill them with anguish, as they witnessed his dying 
agonies and wept over his grave. No; by this sickness and death, the 
glory of God was to be promoted. “This sickness is not unto death, 
but (except) for the glory of God, that the Sen of God might be glori- 
fied thereby.” 

Every passage should be read and studied, as if directed to us indi- 
vidually, and applied for our own direction and comfort: I may then 
call the reader to Observe 1. That the glory of God the Son, and the 
glory of God the Father, cannot be separated. This sickness was not 
unto death, but for the sake of the glory of God; in order, that the Son 
of God might, by this death be glorified. While the glory ard the 
goodness of Jehovah were proclaimed by the resurrection of Lazarus 
from the dead; it is here plainly intimated, that God was thus to be 
glorified, through the glory that would redound to his Eternal Son, by 
the manifestation of his almighty power. The glory of the Son of God 
is as dear to the heart of the Father, as his own. And what will be 
the doom of those who neglect, or despise Him ; or prefer any thing 
before Him! While those who deny the Saviour’s Deity, and thus 
seek to rob Him of his glory, arm against themselves all the attributes 
of the Eternal; yet, are they less guilty, or in less deadly peril, who, 
professing to believe in the Saviour, yet give the throne of the heart 
to some detestable idol, or contemplate the dying Redeemer with indif- 
ference? Is he more excusable than the open Socinian, who, profess- 
ing to seek redemption through the blood of the Lamb, yet lives on, 
unaflected by a sense of his mercy, and drunk with the love of the world 
—as careless of Christ, as indifferent to his glory, as if He possessed no 
excellencies to adore, no comeliness to desire, and no mercy to fire the 
soul withlove?) Sucha manisnotachristian. He professes to believe, 
but he has really no faith. It is true, the natural feelings may be exci- 
ted where there is no faith; but, it is equally true, that there is no faith, 
where there is no feeling :—that there is no genuine godliness, where 
a love, an active, burning love, does not fill the heart with zeal for the 
Saviour’s glory. ‘The man who can preach, or read, or hear of a cru- 
cified Redeemer with indifference, has no idea of what is meant by his 
love, no faith in his name. He uses the words, and professes to believe 
the words; but he attaches no meaning to, and does not really believe 
the momentous truth, that the Lord of glory suffered for the guilty ; 
that He, before whom the ten thousand times ten thousand, and thou- 
sands of thousands of heaven’s hosts are adoring, came down trom his 
throne to die. If he did really believe that the Son of God was smitten 
by the sword of jnstice for his soul, that the life of Jesus was taken on 
the cross for Ais sins, that the vials of wrath were poured into the Sa- 
viour’s soul for his offences; it is impossible that he could remain 
cold, and worldly-minded, and indifferent to the divine glory, or 
the divine commands. The form of godliness may outwardly 
adorn the soul, but that soul is dead, and every moment in danger 
of eternal damnation. O let us examine then, whether we love, and 
love supremely, precious Christ. He is infinitely worthy, he de- 
serves all our love. Can we then call heaven and earth to witness, 
that our great aim is to exalt our adored Redeemer? We may suffer 
in his cause,—we may be reproached and persecuted,—we may be 
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branded as bigots, as fanatics, or enthusiasts :—Can we say, no matter— 
only let “the Son of God be glorified thereby,” and all shall be wel- 
come? Can we say, Come joy, or sorrow ; come praise, or reproach; 
come life, or death; only, let the glory of my Lord be great? then 
be “strong, and of a good courage, for the Lord thy God is with thee,” 
and thou “shalt in no wise lose thy reward.” 

», Let bereaved mourners think of the language of Jesus here, and 
bow in humble submission. The sickness which carried vour beloved 
brother, or husband, or wife, or child, to the grave, was “ not unto 
death” by a blind chance, or a fatal necessity ; “but for the glory of 
God.” Let this thought calm your sorrow. God saw it to be for the best. 
Infinite love guided by infinite wisdom, has given you this cup to drink. 
Let us not, by mourning, challenge Jehovah’s dispensations, nor deny 
the right of government to the Most High. Yes; remember that the 
same gracious God,who gave his Son to die for you on the Cross, gave 
death a commission to strike down your friend. And remember too, 
that he who wept at the grave of Lazarus, still lives; still lives to sym- 
pathize with you in the hour of your sorrow ; and, as you stand by the 
corpse, and the grave of your beloved, still says to you from the throne 
of his glory; “the sickness was not unto death, but for the glory of 
God.” ‘ Thy brother shail rise again.” O look through and heyond 
the grave then, to the land of glory. Look up to the throne, and say, 
“It is the Lord; let Him do what seemeth Him good.” He is wise 
in his love, and the arrow of death came from the hand of mercy. It 
is for His glory, and that glory shall be dearer to me, than friends, and 
life. “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him’—* not my will, 
but thine be done.” ‘“O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth 
in thee.” 


‘“‘ Ye have heard that it hath been said, an eye for an eye, and «a toothfor a tooth. But I say 
unto you, that ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him 
the otheralso.” (Matth. v. 38—39.) 


Our Lord here reminds the Jews of the laws given by God to 
their fathers, and points out the false interpretation put upon them, 
by the Scribes, and Pharisees. There is a particular reference 
here to Exodus xxi. 22—25. The punishment which the law of 
Moses enjoined to be inflicted upon offenders, whether literally or by 
paying money for the maiming or damage done, was always to be de- 
cided on and inflicted by the magistrate. The Scribes and Pharisees, 
in Opposition to this, taught the Jews, that this law authorised private 
revenge, and permitted private persons to take private retaliation on 
enemies for injuries received. ‘This false interpretation, our Lord con- 
demns ; not the law itself, as given to the Jewish Judges for the relief 
of the injured. 

“ But I say unto you that ye resist not evil.” By evil is not here in- 
tended moral evil or sin; this, we are expressly commanded to hate, 
and resist. Neither is the evil of error, either in principle or practice 
intended here ; for this too, our Lord commands us to beware of, and 
contend against: but by evil is intended the evi/ man; the angry and 
wicked opponent who has injured us, in our person, or property. or 
good name. The commencement of the next clause of the verse proves 
this:—“[ say unto you that ye resist not evil; but whosoever shall 
smite thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.” In the com- 
mand to turn the other cheek to the smiter,—to give the cloak to him 
who has taken away your coat; we are to regard the spirit, rather 




















See es 2 . 
My i) e 


2 = 


peas} 29 
+ ert, 





’ 
ee 





340 Brief Exposition of Important Tezts. 


than the letter of the precept; the temper of mind thus inculcated, rather 
than this mode of expressing it; the disposition that would make us 
willing rather to bear an insult, and suffer a trifling loss, than seek re. 
dress, by contending with tne quarrelsome man, or embroiling ourselves 
in the troubles and temptations inseparable from a lawsuit. We are not, 
when smitten on one cheek, literally to turn the other. Our Lord him- 
self. when struck before the High Priest, though He bore without pun- 
ishing the insult, yet did not do this. The evident design of the precept 
is to teach us, rather to suffer an insult, than revenge it; rather submit 
to wrong, than seek vengeance on the injurer. ‘This is not intended to 
forbid, in every instance, self-defence, when life, or property is illegally, 
aud wickedly assailed ; nor, to prevent a man from appealing, in ex- 
treme cases, to the tribunals of justice for help and redress. Suill, even 
when this is done, we must beware of making the appeal, through a 
principle of revenge, or a wish thus to retaliate, and avenge ourselves 
on the aggressor. Sometimes I say, in the case of great danger, or 
great injury and loss, such a course may be lawful. But, in general, 
and especially in reference to personal insults, and petty injuries, let 
them strike; turn the other cheek; that is, seek not revenge, but 
patiently put up with the insult, and pass by the injury. Have 
you, like your Master, been unjustly smitten on the cheek; have 
you, like Him, been spit upon and reviled? Forgive, and try to forget 
it. God will wipe off that reproach, and these revilings are heard in 
heaven. Your enemies may ridicule you, as mean-spirited, and cow- 
ardly; your own carnal heart may tempt you to return blow for blow: 
but beware, let them curse, but bless thou. The Lord will requite you 
good for their cursing on the great day. He knows your reproach, and 
your shame, and your dishonor: your adversaries are all before Him. 
Perhaps even in this world he will plead your cause, and avenge your 
wrongs. Perhaps he may show you, in judgments poured out upon your 
injurers, that while He permitted you to be afflicted by them, He re- 
served wrath against their souls. Perhaps He may resent your inju- 
ries, by causing their own actions to cover them with contempt and 
confusion, or, by the hands and tongues of other wicked men, He may 
punish them for the wrongs they have inflicted on you. Perhaps He 
may leave you to suffer, and them to prosper, through life; and only on 
a judgment-day, scatter the dark cloud that hangs over you, and hush 
forever the reproaches with which your enemies have assailed you. 
No matter. Whatever the dispensations of God may be toward you, 
or your injurers; your duty is to forgive. Forgive your enemies, your 
God has forgiven you. Bear with their insults,—how long has the Sa- 


viour borne with you. “ Father forgive them.” “Lord lay uot these sins 
to their charge.” 


“* There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard.” (Ps. xix. 3.) 


The words “there is,’ and “where,” are supplied, and the ori- 
ginal is literally, ‘no speech nor language, their voice is not 
heard :” and yet these heavens proclaim to all nations, in a language 
that all can understand, the glory of God. There is a striking beauty 
in the brevity of the original. They have no speech nor words, yet 
without these, their voice 1s heard; ‘their line is gone out through all 
the earth, and their words to the end of the world.” They preach to 
all people, in their ‘own tongues, the wonderful works of God.” This 
voice of His works alone, without His voice speaking in the scriptures, 
can never indeed make wise unto salvation, nor teach us how we can 
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come with acceptance, before the Most High God: still they leave 
atheism and infidelity without excuse, and unite with the voice of in 
spiration in pronouncing their abettors * fools,” whose condemnation is 
just. Who, but those whose * foolish heart is darkened,” can contem- 
plate these displays of almighty power unmoved?) And who, without 
sin, can refuse to listen to the language in which they proclaim the un- 
speakable greatness of Him who spake, and “the heavens were made ; 
ard all the host of them by the breath of His mouth !” O with what 
earnestness and delight, should christians listen to this voice of Jehovah's 
works! works which declare the glory of Him who died to save us! 
“For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities or powers: ——‘all things were made by een 
without Him was not any thing made that was made. “He that 
made all things is God.” W. E. 





Art. Il. Mr. Breckenridge’s Letter to Dr. Wardlaw. 
To the Rev. Ralph Wardlaw, D. D., of Glasgow. 

Sir,—lI observe in the London Patriot, of Jast week, an abstract 
of the proceedings of the Glasgow Emancipation Society, on the Ist of 
this month, at a public meeting held “for the purpose of expressing the 
sentiments of the society in reference to the recent discussion on Ame- 
rican Slavery, between the Rev. R. J. Breckenridge and Mr. George 
Thompson.” The greater portion of the report betore me, is occupied 
with a speech made by you on that occasion, in proposing to the meet- 
ing the following resolution, viz., “That in the deliberate judgment of 
this meeting the wish announced by Mr. George Thompson, to meet 
publicly any antagonist, especially any minister of the gospel front the 
United States, on the subject of American Slavery. or on any one of the 
branches of that subject, was dictated by a well-founded consciousness 
of the integrity of his purpose, and assurance of the correctness of his 
facts ; and that the recent discussion in this city between him and the 
Rev. R. J. Breckenridge, of Baltimore, has left, not merely unshaken, 
but confirmed and augmented their confidence in the rectitude of his 
principles, the purity of his motives, the propriety of his measures, the 
fidelity of his statements, and the straightforward honesty and un- 
daunted intrepidity of his zeal.” This motion was seconded by the 
venerable and respected Dr. Kidstone ; whose speech on the occasion is 
but briefly reported. Other resolutions—some of similar import, some 
of a general character—were offered and seconded by Dr. Heugh, and 
Messrs. Eadie, King, M’Laren, and Kettle. But above all, the pro- 
ceedings bear the signature of Robert Graham, of Whitchill—whose 
venerable name is dear to every good man. 

These proceedings, Sir, have relieved me from a state of great and 
painful anxiety, as to the view my countrymen might take of the pro- 
priety of my taking any notice, more or less, of Mr. George Thomp- 
son. For while nothing is further from my purpose than to wound the 
feelings of any friend of that individual, it is necessary to say, that in 
America, every one who isnot an abolitionist, or, in other words, ninety 
nine hundredths of the people, consider him, not only unworthy of 
credit, but unworthy of notice. At length, 1 have a tangible proof, by 
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which to make my countrymen feel, that persons of the utmost respec. 
tability, exce lence, and piety, in Britain, not only concur in all the prin 
ciples ‘and proceedings, but partake of all the prejudices and ignorance 
of that individual, and openly defend his flagitious conduct. From this 
dav forth, | deem myself fully a quitted on the only part of the sub. 
ject which filled me with personal anxiety. For although you have not 
hesitated to speak in terms sufficiently disparaging of my humble efforts 
to defend this truth; yet as you have given no reasous for the judg. 
ment you have delivered, those who re: ‘ad for themselves mi LY escape 
the influence even of your authority. Andas you have been pleased to 
decide on the whole merits of the case, as well as onthe merits of the 
parties involved in it,—I escape, of course, from the whole blame of 
having damaged the truth by feeble advocacy. 

In this state of the ease, it cannot surprise you, that I turn with de. 
light from those who have hitherto assailed me, and address myself to 
you; that I avail myself of the right arising from your free and re- 
peated use of my name, and your judgment both upon my character and 
acts to speak freely in return. Let us forget the miserable trifling of 
Mr. Robert Barnard Hall. Let us pass over poor Moses Roper, who, 
itis but just to say, has written the most modest and sensible attack yet 
made on me. Jet us even be moderate, in having absolutely silenced 
the garrulity of Mr. Thompson, who begs off in his last note, which 
has just reached me, in the Patriot of the 17th instant. I have that to 

say which you have not only invited, but challenged me to utter, and to 
which I ask your serious regard. 

I have manifested my deference to the judgment of a Christian peo- 
ple, by discussing at its ‘bar, questions purely national and personal, into 
which, under erroneous pretexts, they had interfered in a manner the 
most vexatious. I believed they were in greaterror,—I presumed they 
were sincerely disposed to do good —I knew they were really doing 
us, and themselves, and the world, harm ;—and challenged and forced 
into the matter, | have discussed it on its mere merits—admitting you 
and your people to be all you professed to be—and only endeavoring to 
prove that we were not as evil as you made us out. So far as you ‘and 
those whom you can influence are concerned, you have declared that you 
remain more firmly than ever settled in your harsh judgments of us, and 
your fixed purpose to follow out all your offensive courses. Nay, you 
plainly declare, that rather than alter a tittle of your conduet, princi- 
ples, opinions, or demands on this subject, you prefer that all fellow ship 
between us and you should terminate. That argument and conclusion, 
then, being complete and final, we need say no more. I am content to 

wait and see, whether the American people will, at your suggestion, 
change their national constitution: or whether, in the event of the ade- 
quate majority for that purpose not being attainable, they will, as the 
inference of your argument, break up the confederacy—to regain your 
good opinion. 

There is, as I have said, quite another view of the whole case. You 
say in the course of your speech, “If our American brethren saw anv 
thing in us, which they thought, and justly thought, was an evil of suffi- 
cient magnitude to induce their kind offices for its suppression, we ought 
to feel obliged by their using their endeavors to stir us up to a due con- 
sideration of it, and to practical efforts for its removal.” And in the 
context you are somewhat pointed in enforcing this idea, as containing 
in it a great rule of duty. In general we have considered the ill- -doings 
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of this delicate office more hurtful than its omission. In particular, it 
has appeared to us 2s a pretext liable to infinite abuse, and practically 
resorted to most by those who had least ground and least right to- dis- 
play it. But, sir. [can hardly either in faithfulness or honor, abstain 
anv longer from its use. And the main object of this communication 
is, to point out, in the actual condition of considerable portions of the 
British empire, evils, which really are, or which your party has de- 
clared to be, of so palpable and so monstrous a description, that decen- 
cy would seem to require you to repress them, or be very modest in 
rebuking others while they exist. 

1. To come at once to the grand cause of outery against us—the un- 
happy and indefensible existence of slavery, in many of the States. 
Will you be so good as to turn your eyes to the map of Africa, and fix 
them on aspot longer than half of Western Europe! At its southern 
extremity, find Cape Town. ‘Then find the speech of Dr. Philip, de- 
livered in Exeter Hall ten days after you delivered yours. In that town 
and neighborhood are 9,000 British slaves!! Scattered over that vast 
peninsula are many thousand more of British slaves!! And yet the ear 
of day is dull with being told that in the British empire there were no 
slaves ; and the very speech that has elicited these remarks was made at 
a meeting on the anniversary devoted to a glorious fact that never oc- 
curred, namely, “Slave emancipation in the British colonies~” 

2. Turn, now, I pray you, to the map of Asia, and find the vast do- 
minions which God has lent to you there, embracing a population of one 
hundred and thirty millions of souls. Then look over a file of papers, 
and read a conversation that occurred in the Commons House of Par- 
liament, but a short time back, between the honorable Mr. Buxton and 
Sir J. Hobhouse, on the subject of British slavery in India!! There 
you will find it admitted that “domestic slavery prevails to a great ex- 
tent” in India, “especially in Bengal.” ‘There you will find proof that 
no direct effort was ever made to abolish it,—and reasons urged by the 
government why it cannot now be abolished.—and why treaties now 
existing seem to render its future abolition impossible ! 

3. Turn your attention, next, to the Western side of the Atlantic 
Ocean, and see nearly a million of apprentices in the West India 
Islands ; and then remember what you have yourself said and written 
on the subject of this system: and call to mind the inumerable declara- 
tions made weekly, up and down the country, by those who belong to 
your party, and who (at the Houdsworth Anti-Slavery Society, on the 
3d of this month) denounced it “as aggravated slavery, under the delu- 
sive name of apprenticeship,” and denounce every “proposal of govern- 
ment’ as only calculated to excite suspicion. 

Do I draw an inference at all strained, when I say, that the subjects 
of a Monarch, whose dominions in three quarters of the globe are, by 
their own showing and by irrefragable proofs, covered with slaves, 
should deal somewhat gently with other nations, who may chance to be 
in the same unhappy condition? Do I say too much when | caution 
such people to be more guarded in boastful assertions, which are con- 
tradicted by the fact and the record of the case. Dol give needless 
offence, when I beg you to remember, that your Parliament is omnipo- 
tent over this subject, and is therefore responsible for all the evils which 
exist, either through their negligence or by their consent! Alas! sir, 
it is an ancient habit, to be bitter against our brother for a mote whena 
beam is in our own eye. 

But I have more to add. We have been spoken against with great 


Ht 




















Put tee 


Sas * 
< 
qareeteeeee, 


oo 
+ 
- ; 
; “y 
/ of 
i # 
a | 
:3 ; 
ty 
{ 
’ 
a! 
i} 
a | 
ae | 
aM 
| 
| 
> * 


Ba. 


344 Mr. Breckenridge's Letter to Dr. Wardlaw. 


severity for neglect of the spiritual welfare of the colored population of 
the United States: and you have, in an unhappy hour, said, you believed 
and approved these hard sayings. I have, in vain, denied ; in vain, dis. 
proved them. My object, now is, to show the condition of the country, 
whese people bring and credit them; still keeping the line of duty in. 
dicated by your suggestion. 

4. I.et me beg you then to look at the condition of Lower Canada, 
where the Roman Catholic religion is established by treaty and by law, 
where annual grants of public money are made to supportit, and where 
it has had free course, until the people are so ignorant that by statute 
law the grand jurors and school commissioners are allowed the privilege 
of making their marks instead of signing their names, and where, ac- 
cording to the belief of the whole universe, except papists, a system of 
— itrous worship is guaranteed by the power of the British realm. 

Then look over the votes in the Committee of Supply in the pre- 
sent Parliament, and you will see £8,928 “for the Roman Catholic 
College at Maynooth,” (which is just about the sum the vilified 
Americans pay annually to promote the religion of Jesus Christ in 
Western Africa, through the Colonization Society, ) and I ask you, asa 
Christian, to resoive the questions, which of these enterprises you deem 
most injurious to true religion? which you and your party have most 
actively opposed? and which is most under your eye and control! 
Heaven and earth are moved to prevent the spread of the gospel in 
Africa, through the Colonization Society ; and not a whisper is heard to 
prevent the increase of idolatry in your own land, through govern- 
— il patronage. 

But amore frightful case remains. Remember that you have 
Phe one hundred millions of heathen in your Indian possessions ;— 
then read the noble speech of the Rev. W. Campbell, a missionary from 
Bengalore, delivered at Exeter Hall, at the last annual meeting of the 
London Missionary Society. There, Sir, you will find positive proof 
that the horrid system of Hindoo idolatry, in all its cruelty and corrup- 
tion, is upheld, partaken of, and made a source of gain by the British 
authorities in India! Temples are supported by the government; 
priests and dancing womeu are paid a monthly allowance out of the 
public revenue; magistrates are present and aiding officially at their 
brutal ceremonies; military officers do their peculiar honors to the 
abominable thing; and British functionaries collect the wages of ini- 
quity. And now, sir, what can the eagerness of party zeal find, in all 
its false allegations against us, equal to the naked deformity of these 
facts. 

But pass again to another portion of your wide empire. In mul- 
titudes of publications I have seen our alleged neglect of the religious in- 
struction of the colored population of America, made the basis of in- 
sinuations against the sincerity of our religious profession. If you will 
read the speech of Dr. Phillip, already alluded to, you will find the fol- 
lowing sentence: “Boteman, a Caffre chief, and others, have been peti- 
tioning me for missionaries, by every messenger through whom they 
could convey to me a verbal communication, for the last twelve years, 
and I have not yet been able to send them one.” Gracious heaven! 
what an account will the twenty thousand protestant ministers of Great 
Britain have to render for the souls of these poor Caffres, whom so 
many of them have forgotten, to abuse their brethren in America for 
neglecting a population amongst whom a larger proportion hear the 
gospel, than of the inhabitants of the capital of the British Empire? 
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Let us look at London, the seat of your wealth, power, and civiliza- 
tion: the abode of your Sovereign; the seat of your Parliament; the 


of : Pig a . , : 
ad © ceo of a bishop, Whose income would support a hundred missionaries. 
© Listen to what the bishop says of so much of his diocese, as is contain- 
g- ais .— or - = . ' ° ° . 

: edin the metropolis. “There are,” says he, “thirty-four parishes, con- 


: taining above 10,000 souls each, (omitting all notice of those which 
contain less) and in the aggregate 1,137,000 souls: but there is church 
room for only 101,682—less than one-tenth of the whole! Allow one 
ehurch for every 3,000 souls, and 379 churches would be required ; 
‘ | §6while in fact there are but 69: or if consecrated chapels be added, only 
100.” That is, above 1,000,000 souls, in asingle city, and that city 





. the seat of your glory, utterly unprovided for by the nation, and the 
4 : Established Church. Now if we should add what is done by dissen- 
a © ters of all classes, and add also the destitute of the small parishes, the 
0 result might be varied a little; but still, make the best of it you can, 
‘ ) and youare left with more people destitute of the means of grace in 
“ ’ London alone, than in all the United States! If you doubt these state- 
‘d ments of the Lord Bishop of London, consult the proceedings of the 
a last annual meeting of the City Mission ; and then p mider, whether the 
. hundreds of pounds squandered on Mr. lhompson’s trip to the United 
™ States—and in printing his slanders of that country——and the addition- 
: al hundreds, which | see Dr. Heugh urged the people of Glasgow to 
- B give him by way of “Testimonial Fund”—might not have been fully as 
* well laid out in sending the gospel to the British capital? 

- _ Besides, the accusations now made your own, on the general sub- 
jects of slavery in itself considered, and neglect of the religious instruc- 
, tion of the natives—the remaining charges which we have been ar- 
m ) raigned upon—may, to acertain extent, fall under the general head of 


© severity, injustice, and deep rooted prejudice against the blacks. ‘These 
4 6 things may be true, or they may be false. ‘The statements and evidence 

' on both sides are in reach of the public. You have vouched for their 
truth, and it is not now my design to show the contrary; but to show 


; who they are that are soready to magnify real errors, and to allege 
h false crimes upon their neighbors. 

: 9. Pray, sir, were you ever inIreland? If you were, you sawa 
land fertile and beautiful; a people, handsome, intelligent, and active ; 
" a climate more genial than any other in so high a northern latitude ; in 
i short, every thing that should make its teeming population rich, happy, 
7 and powertul. I was there. I saw hundreds of people who had no 


i * fixed abodes, I saw the majority of the houses of the lower classes to 

be worse than the stables and cowhouses in England; I saw thousands 
in rags ; hundreds naked ; and hundreds more naked, except a piece of a 
’ single old garment. I looked at the third report on the expediency 

of a poor law for Ireland, made by order of Parliament, and I found 
that 2,385,000 souls are out of work, have nothing to depend on and 
fl are in distress for thirty weeks every year. It is a settled, indisputa- 

ble truth, that one-third of the Irish people beg their bread two thirds 
of every year. And yet enormous quantities of grain and live stock, 
and all sorts of provision, are exported from Ireland. And yet, in de- 


‘ fiance of all this tremendous, long-continued, and periodical suffering, 

; there is no poor law, nor any sort of general provision by law, for the 

t poor of thatisland. But there are forty-nine regiments of horse and 

foot, and a constabulary force of about equal magnitude—ready to stay 

. Oo porns somache with lead + ae and steel in the morning. 
L. Aili. 
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This is the happy consummation of six hundred yearsof British author. 
ty! And how can you, Sir, look any human being in the face, and 
charge his country with wrong, till you have strained every effort to 
redress this vast hereditary guilt? Or if you fail, how can you speak, 
nationally, in the hearing of earth, or heaven, about human wrongs? 

10. Look, for the last time, to the vast plains of South Africa, wet 
with the blood of murdered nations. Read the clear and masterly 
speech of Dr. Phillip, already twice referred to. “If a traveller who 
had visited that country twenty-five years ago, were to take his stand 
on the banks of the Keiskamma river, and ask what nad become of the 
natives whom he saw there on his former visit ; if he took his stand on 
the rocks of the Sondags river, and looked towards a country seventy 
miles in breadth before him, he might ask the same question; if he 
were to take his stand again on the Fish river, and then extend his 
views to Caffraria, he might ask the same question; and were he to take 
his stand on the Snow mountain, called Graaf Reinot, (he would have 
before him a country containing 40,000 square miles,) and ask where 
was the immense concourse he saw there twenty-five years ago; no 
man could tell him where they were!” Ask Lord Glenelg, kis Majes- 
ty’s principal Secretary for the colonies, and he will admit that the sys- 
tem of treachery, plunder, and butchery, by which these brave and up- 
right savages have been wasted in exterminating oppression, constitutes 

erhaps the most degrading of all the chapters of the history of man- 
Kind ! It is a chapter written in the tears and blood of slaughtered 
tribes—and is hardly yet dry upon the paper that records it for the 
execration of posterity! Itis a chapter that had not been fully enacted 
when you were concocting plans and arranging agencies, by which to 
make illustrious the benign sway of universal freedom, justice and bene- 
volence in your Monarchy—and to brand upon our Republic reproaches 
which all coming generations could not efface. 

But why need I multiply particulars? When these things are set 
right, and you seek from us another list, we will say to you concerning 
your polity, in nearly all its parts, things which you will then be better 
able to bear. We will point out how you may establish real freedom 
amongst yourselves, and thereby show your acquaintance with its sa- 
cred principles; how you can make your laws just, equal, and humane, 
and thereby manifest in practice your devotion to principles commended 
for others. At present such a proceeding could only irritate ; and is 
the more readily forborne, because it 1s not as an American or a Re- 
publican, but as a christian, my mission brought me to you. The as- 
surance, too, that the party with which you act, is, in point of numbers, 
a very small minority of the British nation, makes me the more willing 
to adhere to this view of my duty. Indeed it is chiefly because your 
party has much of its strength in that sect to which I was more parti- 
cularly sent, that it seemed clearly necessary for me to take part at all 
in these discussions. 

I readily admit that time, patience, sacrifices, and much labor, are 
needful for the redress of the evils 1 have pointed out. I know that the 
present generation is not responsible in such a sense, for most of them, 
as past generations have been. I am convinced that multitudes of Eng- 
lishmen deplore, and would gladly remove them. I am satisfied that it 
is by the silent influence of example, and the kind and clear exposition 
of general principles, rather than rude and harsh personal or national 
assaults, that we can do you good, in these or similar cases. And I 
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gladly declare my belief, that the christians of America, as such, can 
and ought to hold christian intercourse and sympathy with the chris- 
tians of Britain—notwithstanding the British nation may be responsi- 
ble in the matters alleged ; and that we can and ought to do it—with- 
out perpetual vituperation and insult, even for what is true—not to say 
without gross perversions of the facts and merits of the case. Such, 
sir, are my views of the subject. Ideeply regret that yours are so 
widely ditierent. And I humbly beseech you to imagine the whole 
course of your proceedings and arguments-—embracing of course the 
mission of Mr. Thompson, and his conduct since his return—made 
ours, and our case made yours; and then decide what would by this 
time have been the feelings of your people towards us, if we had treat- 
ed you as you have treated us? [| declare, in the presence of God, my 
firm belief, that if things go on much longer as they have progressed for 
the last two years, there will not be found on earth men more estranged 
from each other than the professors of religion in the two countries, | 
have already witnessed the spectacle of a part of the religious press in 
England, urging forward the government of the country to an inter- 
vention, if necessary, with arms, against the progress of liberty in 
Texas, upon the false and ignorant pretext that the government of the 
United States unless prevented by force, would possess itself of that 
country, and introduce slavery there! The people generally of Ame- 
rica are long ago aroused to the highest pitch of indignation against 
your proceedings in this whole business. You have now reduced the 
christians of that country to a position, where, if they act with you or 
admit your previous statements or principles—they become, on your 
own showing, infamous! You may now behold in the preceding state- 
ment the posture in which all the world but yourselves have viewed 
you during all this terrible affair ! 

~ Wasit ignorance of your real condition, or was it ignorance still 
more gross of ours, or was it national vanity and prejudice, or was it all 
these unitedly, that impelled the abolition party in Britain to pursue the 
course they have adopted! It is not my desire to give offence, and I 
will not therefore attempt todecide. Your party profess to have full 
and accurate information about us; though it is very odd that at your 
meeting, Dr. Heugh moved, and Mr. Eadie seconded, and your “very 
numerous and highly respectable meeting” unanimously voted, that our 
national constitution contained a very important principle, which is not 
only not in it at all, but which the very discussion you were pronoun- 
cing on ex cathedra, proved not tobe init! Well informed gentlemen, 
not to say just judges, should be more cautious. It does not become 
me to say that your party are ignorant of the condition of their own 
country ; but if they knew the facts now commended to their notice, it 
is not easy to reconcile their singular disregard of them, with their 
rampant benevolence on the other side of the water; and if they were 
unacquainted with them, they had better stay at Jericho till their beards 
be grown. Upon the delicate and painful subject of national prejudice, 
it is difficult to speak properly at all; but especially so to gentlemen 
whose passion lies in surmounting all prejudice whatever. The John 
Bull newspaper is said to represent the views and feelings of the ex- 
treme High Church and Tory party ; the Record is the reputed vehicle 
for Low Church sentiments; the Patriot, I am told, stands in the same 
relations to the Congregational Dissenters, embracing both Baptists and 
Independents, who are generally Whigs and Radicals. ‘The Times, 
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which from its great ability, must always wield a vast influence, is cop. 
sidered the organ of the Independent Conservative interest. I am very 
likely to be mistaken; but I have tried to inform myself of your cog. 
dition—and this is what | learn. Be so good Sir, as to read any edito. 
rial article in either of these papers, for the last four months, in which 
it was necessary to express opinions or feelings in regard to the United 
States, and you will at once catch my present drift. But to aid such 
as have neither time nor opportunity for such a review, excuse the 
fullowing sample from a late number of the last-named paper :—*y 
short, this is just the wretched ‘Colonization scheme,’ to which those 
pious slave-owners, the Baptists, Independents, and Presbyterians of 
the United States have betaken themselves, as a plaster to their con. 
sciences, rank and rotten with hypocrisy ; and though that holy Ame- 
rican humbug may command a congenial support from the canting 
zealots of liberty and lashes, hallelujahs and horse-whippings, Bibles 
and brutality, missions and murders, religious revivals merging in slave 
auctions, and love-feasts terminating in Lynch Law,” &c. &e. It is but 
justice to say, that I have seen equal grossness only in the John Bull, 
and in Mr. ‘Thompson’s speeches, to some of which latter, this has a 
most suspicious resemblance. It is my duty also to declare, which I do 
with sincere pleasure, that the present Foreign Secretary of the King 
(Lord Palmerston,) and the journals which speak the sentiments of the 
Government, are by far better informed, and more candid in regard to 
American affairs in general, than any others whose published views 
have come to my knowledge. 

I may, in the end, be permitted to suggest, that perhaps too much 
has been said in relation to the existing and prospective intercourse be- 
tween the churches of the two countries; and possibly two much  con- 
sequence attached to it by myself, as well as others. Ihave uttered the 
sentiments of those who sent me, in their name; and endeavored to enforce 
them by such considerations as appeared to me just and appropriate. 
But | am not aware of any thing having transpired which would justi- 
fy the supposition that America, or her churches, looked for any ad- 
vantage which was not likely to be reciprocal, in being permitted to 
hold this intercourse. Still less can I conceive than any one could be 
justified in demanding of our churches, as conditions of it, not only ad- 
hesion to moral principles which we reject, but the procurement of 
political changes which are impossible. Yet, if I comprehend the drift 
of all British abolitionism, it stops not a whit short of this. 

Jt was the world more than America, we sought to benefit. We had 
no purpose of attempting a revolution in Britain; nor did it enter into 
our conceptions that a revolution in America, of the most terrible ex- 
tent, would be dictated to us, in terms hardly supportable. It was the 
benighted heathen for whose good we were laying plans; and the 
thought of personal advantage or honor, or enjoyment, to any portion 
of ourselves had never place for a moment. nor even ground for ex- 
ercise ; and, therefore, we must needs be proof against all discriminating 
threats. It is quite gratuitious for the sects in England to decline re- 
ceiving our delegates, except they be Abolitionists—which many indi- 
viduals and some public meetings have recommended—which the Bap- 
tists, if I am rightly informed, have virtually done—and which seems 
nothing beyond the compass of your argument. 

Indeed, this aspect of the case is so very far from the one which the 
facts exhibit, that 1 am greatly surprised that wisdom, if not kindness, 
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did not prevent its presentation. For I believe no delegate who has 
cone from Britian te America, has been assailed. in public and in pri- 
vate, on any of the great evils which I have hinted in this communica- 
tion, as every delegate who has come trom America to Britain has been 
assailed on the subject of slavery. I believe, too, you would search in 
vain in America, for any man who had received from any sect or insti- 
tution in Britain, any token of respect or esteem; while it will be 
equally hard to find in Britain any man amongst any sect to which any 
delegate from America has ever come, who is not indebted to us for 
all the consequence he has derived from literary and theological distine- 
tions denied to him at home, but bestowed by the kinder or more dis- 
cerning spirit of strangers ! 

For my own part, without intending to commit the folly of depre- 
ciating a great nation, | am obliged to say, that the thing which sur- 
prised me most in England, was the universal ignorance which prevails 
in regard to America; while the thing which grieved me most, was the 
almost equally universal prejudice against us. 

You donot know us. You have littie sympathy with us. You do 
us wrong in all your thoughts. In regard to all these points, I believe 
there is but one mind amongst all Americans, not being Abolitionists, 
who have been in England. And if you have been pleased to express 
the hope that I would return to America materially changed in many 
of my views and principles, I have only to say in reply, that so pro- 
found is my sense of the false estimate you put on every thing national, 
as between us and you, that my visit to England has opened a new 
source of devotion, in gratitude to God that he permitted your ances- 
tors to persecute ours out of it. So little impression of the kind you 
expect, has all that I have been forced to hear in England against my 
country and my brethren produced, that when I return to embrace 
again those beloved men, I shall revere them more, as I measure them 
by all I have known elsewhere; and when my weary fect touch that 
sacred land, I shall rejoice in the very “dust and stones thereof”—as 
more precious than the pearls of all lands beside ! 

If I may not call myself your fellow-christian without offence, I can 
at least sign myself your fellow-sinner. 

R. J. BRECKENRIDGE. 

Paris, Aug. 20, 1836. 


Art III. 


4 Protestunt’s Resolution, showing his reasons why he will 
not be a Papist. 


Mr. Eprror— 

I send you from a volume of pamphlets, what is called “The Protes- 
tant’s Resolution.” I find no name to it, nor to a short preface to it, 
in the begining of the volume: with the exception of a phrase or two, 
it appears to me seasonable at the present time. G. 
4 Protestant’s Resolution, showing his reasons why he will not be a Pa- 

pist. “Be ready to give a reason of the hope that isin you.” 1 Pet. wi. 
15. Digested in a plain method of question and answer, that an or- 
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dinary capac ity may be able to defend the Protestant Religion, 

the most cunning Jesuit, or Catholic Priest. 

Question. How many Religions are there in the world? Answor. 
Prine ipally four: Pagan, Jewish, Mohometan and Christian. Q. OF 
which of these religions are you? 2. Of the Christian religion, Q 
How many parties lay claim to the Christian religion? 4. Two prin- 
cipally, the Papist and the Protestant. @. Of which are you? 4. 
‘The Protestant. Q. What do you understand by a Protestant ? A. 
One who takes part with those who formerly protested against the er. 
rors and corruptions of the Church of Rome. Q. W hat. are those er. 
rors? 4. They are very many, I am ready to give an account of some 
of the principle ones. @. What is the first error! 4. In that they 
forbid the Bible to be read in the vulgar tongue. Q. What is your 
opinion in this thing concerning the scriptures! .4. The scriptures 
were written for the use of the common people, and therefore should be 
translated into known tongues—that they may be read, heard, and un- 
derstood by all. @. How do you prove that! 4. Because the Lord 
frequently commands the reading of the scriptures by the people, and 
solemnly charges the reading of them to the people. @. Where is the 
command? 2. Deut. xxxi. 11. “Thou shalt read this law before 
all Israel in their hearing.” “Search the scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life.” John v. 39. Moses hath in every city them 
that preach him, being read in the Synagogues every Sabbath day. Act. 
xv. 21. “Whereby when ye read, ve rig? understand my knowledge 
in the mystery of Christ.” Eph. iii. 4. “When this epistle is read 
among you, cause that it be read also in the church of = ge re 
and that ye also read the epistle from Leodicea.”’ Col. iv. “] charge 
you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy al l 
Thess. v. 27. “Blessed is he that readeth and they that hear the words 
of this prophesy.” Rev. i. 3. @. What is the second error of the Pa- 
pists? 4. Their receiving unwritten traditions with equal respect 
and reverence, as we receive the holy scriptures. . Wherein lieth 
the evil of this opinion? .# In this namely, in making the traditions of 
men equal in dignity and authority, with the express revelation of God. 
Q. What is your opinion in this matter? 4. That the scriptures in 
themselves are a full, sufficient and perfect rule. QQ. How do you 
prove that? .4. Because it contains all things that are necessary for 
men to believe and do, in order wo eternal life. *’T'o the law and to the 
testimony, if they speak not according to this word, it is because there 
is no light i in them.” Isa. viii. 20. “These are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing, ye 
might have life through his name.” John xx. 31. ‘Though we or an 
angel from Heaven, preach any other gospel unto you, than that which 
we have preached unto you, let himbe accursed.” Gal. i. 8. “And are 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ him- 
self, being the chicf Corner stone.” Eph. ii. 20. “From a child thou 
has known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith, that is in Christ Jesus, that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished (Margin perfected) unto all good 
works.” 2. Tim. iii. 15. 17. Q. Whatis the third error of the Papists ? 
4. That we are to believe the scriptures upon the sole authority of the 
church. Q. Whereinlieth the evil of thisopinion? 4. It lieth in this, 
namely, that men being liable to mistake, may lead me into errors, so 
that I can never be sure that whatI take as my rule is iadeed that right 
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one of God’s prescribing, therefore the testimony of the church cannot 
be the only or the chiet reason of our believing the scriptures to be 
the word of God. Eph. ii. 20. “Built upon the foundation of the 
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone.” “For this cause thank we God without ceasing, because when 
ve received the word of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it 
not as the word of men but as it is in truth the word of God, which ef- 
fectually worketh also in you that believe.” 1. Thess. ii. 13. Q. 
What then is the chief reason of our belief of the scriptures! .4. The tes- 
timony of the spirit of God in the word itsell, witnessing it to be of 
God. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” 
Ps. cxix. 105. “The commandment is a lamp, and the law is hight.” 
Prov. vi. 23. “The word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper 
than a two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.” Heb. iv. 12. “We have also a 
more sure word of prophesy, whereunto ye do well that ve take heed, as 
unto alight that shineth in a dark place until the day dawn, and the 
day-star arise in your hearts.” 11. Pet. i. 19. QQ. What is the fourth 
error of the Papists! #. In asserting the infallability of their Pope 
and Chuarch,-and that every man must submit his faith and conscience 
tothem. @. Do the Papists any where assert this! 4. Yes: and 
Bellarmine in particular layeth down this position, that if the Pope com- 
mands the practice of vice and forbids virtuous actions, the church js 
bound to believe vice to be good, and virtues to be bad. Bel. de Pont, 
Rom. lib. 4. cap. 5. Q. What is the Protestant’s belief in this mat- 
ter! .#. That there is no human supreme infallible judge in the church 
of God, to whom all christians are obliged to submit their faith and 
conscience, in all matters of religion. @. How do you prove that? 
J. From three reasons? Ist. Because it is a greater authority than even 
the Apostles did claim. ‘Not for that we have dominion over your faith, 
but are helpers of your joy, for by faith ye stand.” 2d. Because it is 
contrary to Christ's command, concerning trial of Doctrine. “Be ye 
ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason 
of the hope that is in you.” 1 Pet. ili. 15, “Believe not every spirit, 
but try the spirit whether they are of God.” 1 John iv. 1. 3d. Be- 
cause as to matter of fact, judges and teachers have caused the people 
to sin in following them. ‘When Aaron saw it, he built an altar be- 
fore it, and Aaron made proclamation, and said, to-morrow is a feast 
unto the Lord.” Exod xxxii. 5. “And Moses returned unto the Lord 
and said, oh this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them 
gods of gold.” ver. 31. “Oh my people they which lead thee, cause thee 
to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.” Isa. iii, 12. “Do not ye 
after their works, for they say and do not”. Math. xxii. 3. Q. What 
is the fifth error of the Papists? 4. That the Pope is universal head 
of the church. Q. What is the Protestants belief in this matter? 4. 
We deny that there is any such visible head, therefore the Pope cannot be 
so. Q. Howdo you prove that? .4. Because neither our creed nor 
the sacred scriptures hath revealed any such thing tous. Q. Whom 
then do the Protestants affirm to be the universal head of the church ? 
4. Jesus Christ, and Him only. @Q. How do you prove that? 4. Be- 
cause the scriptures reveal it. Ps. ii. 6. “I have set my King upon my 
holy hill of Zion.” Eph. i. 22. “And hath put all things under his feet, 
and gave him to be head over all things to the church.” Q. Whatis the 
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sixth error of the Papists? .#. That kings and emperors, and their 

subjects are at the Pope’s disposal in general, and particularly that the 

persons and estates of the clergy, are not under the power of the ciyj] 

magistrate. . What is the Protestants belief? 4. 1st. That kings j 

' ' and emperors are not properly subjects to the Pope, nor hath the Pope 

any power to absolve any of their subjects from their allegiance. 24, 

f That even the clergy are subject to secular princes, and their bodies 

and estates under their government. Q. How do you prove that? J, 

Because they are in the number of those on whom the scriptures charge 

subjection. Rom. xii. 1. “Let every soul be subject to the higher 

powers.” ‘Tit. ili, 1. “Put themin mind to be subject to principalities 

and powers, to obey magistrates.” 1 Pet. il, 13, 14, 15. “Submit vour- 

selves to every ordinance of man, for the Lord’s sake, whether it be to 

» ¥ the king as supreme, or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by 

4 : | him for the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them that 

{ do well; for so is the will of God, that with well doing, ye might put 

to silence the ignorance of foolish men.” QQ. What is the seventh error 

of the Papists. 2. That the Pope of Rome is next under Christ. q. 

What say the Protestants! .# That he is Antichrist, because none 

| lave more marks of Antichristthan he. Q. How do you prove that? 

» Because no Antichrist can do worse things than he. % ‘Thess. ii. 

. 3, 4, 9, 10. “That day shall not come, except there come a falling away 

first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, who op- 

poseth and exalteth himself above all that is called God or that is wor- 

shipped, so that he as God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing him- 

self that he is God, ver. 9, even him whose coming is after the working 

of satan, with all power and signs, and ying wonders, ver. 10, and 
with all deceiveableness in them that perish. Rev. xiii, throughout. 

{ ¥ |To be continued. ] 
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And now, Sir, I trust, you will no more complain, that faith is desti- 
tute of proper guards: no earthly monarch need be better guarded—lIf 
any more foxes are left in your bag, pray lug them out; I must be go- 
ing presently. 

Doctor, you shall have another quickly ; [am dragging out his heels; 
and here he is: but, see, how he grins at me! Sure, I do not half like 
his countenance. What is the matter, Reynard ? 

“ Matter enough, master grazier! Why am | cooped ina bag, and 
bereft of liberty? [was born in a free country, and have a right to 
breathe free air. IfI trick a lamb out of your fold sometimes; do not 
you trick a butcher too with rotten sheep! And does he not trick his 
customers with rotten mutton! And do not they trick the butcher of- 
ten out ofhis money ? So your tricking, like the year,goes round; and the 
best of you is but a fox to his neighbour. When we borrow lambs or 
geese, necessity compels us: we must live by our wits, or not at all. 
You are satisfied we have no convenience for breeding lambs or poultry ; 4 
ut and if we had, there is reason to suspect, you would make as free with ‘a 
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our folds and henroosts, as we do with your’s. If harmless hares cannot 
well escape you, neither would our lambs and poultry. Besides, an hon- 
est fox, when taken in ahenroost, no more complains of dying, than 
your good Christian folks complain of hanging, when taken in a burgla- 
ry. But this we do complain of, as a very partial thing, that some of 
us. a little remnant, are picked out from the rest, and have wholesome 
food and lodging in a stable vard, while the rest are doomed to destruc- 
tion. Lambagged for a hunt, and every day must live in fear of hounds ; 
while the smirking fox, inhabiting a kennel, lives every day in peace and 
plenty, like a gentleman. No reason can be given for this arbitrary 
choice, since all our natures are the same ; and, if bad, are but as we re- 
ceived them nor can we make them better. We foxes often talk about 
morality, and like it full as wellas you: but we cannot live by honesty, 
it proves our utter ruin, and so we practice it as little as yourselves. 
Oh, master grazier, if you can reconcile this partial conduct towards fox- 
es with common equity, never quarrel with your Bible-election. We 
have not wronged you, as you have wronged him that made you: and 
we may claim far better usage from you, than you can claim from your 
Maker.” 

Why, Doctor, this fox preaches like a methodist: he must have been 
acurate at the Tabernacle, or some recruiting sergeant to the Countess : 
but he shall have a hunt to morrow for his saucy sermon; | cannot bear 
the subject. Our vicar always shakes his head, when he hears of 
election; and the schoolmaster makes a woeful wry mouth atit. He 
will let his face down amazingly, and loll his tongue almost out to his 
navel, when the word is only casually mentioned. Indeed my stomach 
rises sadly at the doctrine; it isa frightful notion, exceedingly dis- 
couraging, and seemeth not consistent with common equity. What 
think you of it, Doctor ? 

Sir, I think the doctrine of election never can agree with human merit; 
one will be always barking at the other. Every man, who seeks to jus- 
tify himself by works, will loathe the doctrine heartily, and load it lustily 
with most reproachful names. Yet men reject the doctrine, not for 
want of scripture-evidence, but for want of humbled hearts. We are 
not willing to be saved by aa election of grace, till we know ourselves, 
and find our just desert. 

A furnace is the proper school to learn this doctrine in, and there I 
learnt it. Nor men nor books could teach it me; for I would neither 
hear nor read about it. A long and rancorous war | waged with it; and 
when my sword was broke and both my arms were maitmed, I vet main- 
tained a sturdy fight, and was determined I would never yield; buta 
furnace quelled me. Large afflictions, largely wanted, gave me such 
experience of my evil heart, that I could peep upon electing grace with- 
out abhorrence ; and as | learnt to loathe myself, 1 learnt to prize this 
grace. Itseemcth clear, if God had mercy for me, it only could be for 
this gracious reason, because he would have mercy: Rom. ix. 18; for 
every day and every hour, my desert was death. 

Sir, the colour rises in your face; and I shall take an hasty leave, un- 
less your staff is laid upon the floor. The fox, I find, must have a hunt 
to-morrow, for the hint he dropt to-day ; and the least J can expect is 
bastinading. I know the rancour of the human heart again.t this doc- 
trine, for | have sorely felt it; and charitably thought that all its teach- 
ers were the devil’s chaplains—Sir, I go directly, unless your staff is 
dropt. 

Vat. XIII. 37 
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Here take it, Doctor, in your own hand ; and then you may be easy 
but pray be very brief upon this matter, lest my choler should arise. [ 
cannot stand a long fire upon election ground ; and if your words are 
very rough, you may bring ona furious handy -cuff, For your own 
shoulders’ sake, do not lay me on too thick and hard. 

Plain speech, Sir, is the best: such I give and give without bitterness, 

If gall should mingle with my words, it will not ‘drop from my lips, but 
trickle from your heart. 

Task then, are you not asinner? And is not death the wages of 
sin! Anda very just wages, because appuinted by a just God! Asa 
sinner then, you deserve death; and every man that sins, deserves it 
also. And sinne rs, at the judgment day, will be condemned, not be- 
cause they were decreed to be damned, but because they did rev olt from 
God, and broke his righteous laws, and sought no hearty retuge in 
Christ Jesus. The Son of manwill gather out of his kingdom all them, 
who do iniquity, and will cast them into a furnace of fire. Matt. xiii, 
41, 42. 

No sinner then can urge aclaim on God ; for every one has forfeited 
his life. God, if he pleased, might reserve them all for destruction, as 
he did the fallen angels ; or he may reserve some for punishinent, by 
leaving them to follow their own wickedness; and be gracious unto 
others, by granting them repentance, faith and holiness. “And in shew- 
ing mercy unto these, he does no injury to others. 

If you think that Ged may not with-hold his mercy from some, while 
he sheweth it to others ; or that he is obliged to shew it unto any, or to 
all, then he has no grace to give, but is a debtor unto man; and the co- 
venant of grace is an empty name. 

When traitors are condemned to die, it ofien happens that the king 
will spare some one at least, and hang the rest. And this act of grace 
may be shewn to one or more, without a charge of injustice to them 
that are hanged. One has cause to bless his prince, while the others 
have no reason to complain. 

And shall not the sovereign Lord of all, be allowed to act in the same 
manner towards his rebellious subjects!’ Must his hands be tied up, 
that he cannot do what an carthly prince may justly do, shew mercy 
to some offenders without injuring the rest? This is hard indeed! But 
God will not be fettered by the cobweb cords, which human pride has 
weaved for him. He will have grace to give, and justice to inflict ; and 
will be glorified in both. 

The provision of a Saviour makes a way for God to exercise his 
mercy, in consistency with justice; but he may exercise it when and 
where he pleaseth. 

The ial e of God is called free ; because it is free for God to give to 
whom he pleaseth. His grace is free, just as my alms are free ; and 
grace is heavenly alms. Now my alms are free, because they are be- 
stowed freely, where I like. If any could demand them justly, they 
would cease to be an alms, an act of grace, and prove a debt. 

If men had due conceptions of the majesty and holiness of God; and 
of the traitorous nature, d eep. malignity, and heinous guilt of sin, their 
mouths would soon be stopped. But men forget their ‘real state of con- 
demnation, and dre aming of a claim on God, through the fancied merit 


of obedience grievously worm-eaten, they quarrel ‘with the doctrine of 


election. And indeed the doctrine cannot parmonize with any human 
claim, arising from a pure covenant of works, or from the mongrel co- 
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enant of faith and works, transported from Galatia into Britain, and 
earried by her convicts to the colonies. No: the doctrine of election 
is altog ther built upon a pure covenant of grace, and shakes a friend- 
ly hand with this. Here God may grant, or may with-hold his merevy, 
as he pleaseth; since all are in a state of condemnation, and none can 
justly s sav unto him, What dost thou? This, Sir, may suffice to vindi- 
God's justice in electing grace ; and his justice is well grounded 
upon equity : he needs no court of chancery. 

' Neither “hh is this doctrine any real te ndenc y to discourage sinners, 
when they truly seek salvation throu ch Jesus Christ. It is not expect- 
ed that any one should know himself a chosen vessel, before he seeks 
salvation; this must be known by seeking. He cannot peep into the 
rolls of heaven, to see if his own name be written there. nor needeth 
sucha peep. His business layeth with the written word on earth, which 
tallies with the rollsinheaven. Secret things belong to God; but what 
is revealed belongs to us, and to our children for ever. (Deut. xxix. 
29 

Now in the written word, a decree of God is found, which shews, 
who are the chosen and the saved people ; He that believeth, and is b Ip= 
tised, shall be saved. The chosen people therefore are a race of true 
: lie ‘vers, convinced by God’s Spirit ‘af their ruined state; endowed 

h divine faith, by which the -y seek to Christ for help; and secking do 
obtain pardon, peace and holiness. And an experience of these bles- 
sings brings assurance of election. Thus the wriften word unfolds the 

cret rollsof heaven. By grace a sinner is enabled to believe; and 
aeonsh believing finds salvation, witnessed tu his heart by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Jesus Christ, the bread of life, is freely offered in the gospel to every 
hungry famished soul. Such are prepared for the bread, and the bread 
prepared for such. And these should never pore upon the doctrine of 
election, but muse upon the gospel promises, and call on Jesus confi- 
dently to fulfil them. He turns no real beggar gs his gate, though 
full of sores and vermin. His heart is lined with sweet compassion, 
and his hands are stored with gifts. He has on s for all wants; 
legs for a lame beggar, eyes for a blind one, cordials for a faint one, 
garments for a naked one, a fountain for a filthy one, and a rope fora 
sham-beggar, who asks for mercy, and yet talks of merit. 

Every one, who feels the plague of his heart, may come to Jesus. 
He gives them all a gracious invitation, and will afford an hearty wel- 
come. Hear his words, Him, that cometh unto me, [will in no wise 
cast out ; (John vi. 37.) in no wise : though vile as Manasseh, filthy as 
Magd: en, guilty as the cross-thief, or ten times more so, Jesus will in 
no wise cas t him out. Strange re Med to a pharisee! 

dut a weary soul, wher! is sick and poor, and blind, — miserable, and 
naked, should come just as he is, just as the patients in Judea did, and 
n yt stay to fit himself for a cure. This is a sorry oi ‘+k of the legal 

art, which wants to purchase favor, and take the work out of the Sa- 
viour’s hands. The feeling our sickness makes us fit for the physician : 
and when we seek to him, eve ry fancied recommendation of our own 
must be cast aside, like the robe of Bartimeus, else it twines about the 
feet, throws a sinner down, and prevents his | W sid to Jesus. 

It i is the Saviour’s office, as it is his honor, and his heart's delight, to 
save a sinner freely ; to call, and wash, and heal, and clothe, and ‘feed a 
prodigal, at his own expense. He asks no recommendation, but our 
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misery and helplessness; and does relieve his patients now, as he re- 
lieved them in Judea, out of mere compassion. All that seek in his ap- 

pointed way, will be | saved graciously, and love the Saviour heartily, 
He makes them happy, wise and holy, and they give him all the praise, 
He puts the crown at last upon their head, and they return it to his feet, 
as a due acknowledgment, that the crown was purchased by his merit. 
and bestowed through his mercy. Thus Jesus will be ever giorious, 
ever lovely in a ransomed sinner’s eyes; and eternity will seem too 
short, too utter half his praise. 

Now, Sir, what discouragement can you find in this doctrine to make 
it frightful? The gospel bids us give all diligence to make our calling 
and election sure. (2 Peteri. 10.) Such, as feel their ruined state, are 
graciously invited to partake of merey ; and all, who seek with diligence, 
are assured they shall find ; and when they find the peace and love of 
God shed in their hearts by the Holy Ghost, an inward evidence of thei: 
election is obtained, and by a growth in grace it is confirmed. 

Thus an awakened sinner, who feels his misery, has no cause to be 
alarmed at the doctrine: and a sinner, fast asleep, ‘will commonly des- 
pise it. He wants no drawings of God’ s Spirit; he is wise enough to 
draw himself: nor needs a shepherd’ 3 care to fetch him to the fold : 
is strong enough to fetch himself: nor can bear the Lord should say, [ 
have chosen you; he is old enough to choose for himself. He can 
climb into the fold by his own nimble legs, and keep himself there by his 
ready wit: no thanks to the shepherd. And he looks and talks so bravely, 
one is almost grieved to hear the shepherd say, a climber is a thief ; 
(John x. 1,) and by that word condemn him to the gallows. 

Sinners perish through security ; and this doctrine of election brings 
a little friendly thunder to arouse them. They think salvation is the 
work of man; and presume they may repent and turn to God, just 
when they please, to-morrow or the next day, as well as in the present 
day; and so are unconcerned about it. But here they find an awful 
truth, It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that sheweth mercy: (Rom. ix. 16.) It is therefore time to look about 
them, to ask, and seek, and knock, lest the door should be shut. 

But what avails our seeking, you reply, unless we are elected? Sir, 
I say again, your business does not lie with the secret rolls of heaven, 
but with the written word on earth: and the written word declares, 
Ye shall seek and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. 
(Jer. xxix. 13.) W hoever thinks himself an elected person, and does 
not seek, as God requires, with all his heart, will find himself most 
dreadfully confounded. And such, as seck with all their heart, yet 
doubt of their election, will find at length that God is their covenant 
God in Christ. And when by seeking, they have found him so, they 
will some time be made to see, that grace alone, electing grace, did give 
them both the wi// to seek, and the power to find. 

None can come to Jesus, except the Father draws them. Yet sinners 
do not perish, because they cannot come, but because they will not 
come. Jesus says, Ye will not come to me, that ye may have life. (John 

40.) Man's ruin Jayeth wholly in his own perverse will. He cannot 
come, because he will not: help enough is provided, were he willing: 
but he will not heartily accept of Jesus, as his only Prophet, Priest, and 
King; his heart will not submit to be wholly saved by grace through 
faith. 

When the will is well subdued, and grace alone subdues it, Christ is 








ne tein.) 








sapere nae ie Tipherte mv 





ae to 


isi 


asap ease ’ Teper i acts ks SON 0 





_— 








The Christian World Unmasked. 357 


ready for a sinner, and the promises invite him sweetly unto Christ; 
Whosoever will, /et him come; and again, Ho, every one that thirsteth 
come. (Rev. xxi. 17. Isa. lv. 1.) 

Thus salvation is of the Lord alone, and damnation w holly trom our- 
selves. Mc i perish, | recause the sy will not come to Jesus: vet if thev 
hi ive a will to come, it is God w Ww works the will in them: grace elect- 
ing grace both draws the will, and ke “CPs it ste ady ‘and to grace be all 
the praise —W ell, Sir, any more chattering foxes in your bag ? 

Yes, Doctor, one more ; but the last served me such a scu rvy tricl 
] have no heart to drag this other out. It may answer full as well, to 
borrow Reynard’s face, and play the fox myse lf. 

Your doctrine of election, | confess, is bravely sweetened by another 
portion of your creed, called perseverance. If the former seems a sour 
pill, this is quite an honey-comb. [| never heard till lately of this doc- 
trine. and learnt itthen by accident. Last midsummer | went to Gam- 
ble fair, and when the market was well over, a knot of graziers, old ac- 

juaintances, dined with me at a public house. Being seated round a ta- 
ble, a pert young fellow ste p pe d into the room, who swung his hat into 
the window, and thrust a chair among us, to partake of the ordinary. 
His name, we learnt afterwards, was Mr. Fulsome; and his mother’s 
maiden name was Miss Wanton. Mr. Fulsome was mighty still at din- 
ner, and played his knife and fork exceedingly well; no man better. 
30ot when the cloth was removed, and some few tankards had gone 
round, Mr. Fu/some’s face looked like the red lion, painted on my land- 
lord’s sign, and then his mouth began to open. He talked swimmingly 
about religion, and vapoured much in praise of perseverance. Lach 
fresh tankard threw a fresh light on his subject, and drew out a fresh 
head of discourse. “Nosin, he said, can hurtme. Ihave hada eall, and 
my election is safe. Satan may pound me, if he please ; but Jesus must 
re a vy me. What care | for drunkenness or whoredom, for cheating 
ra little lying? These sins may hart another, but they cannot hurt 
me. Let me wander where | will from God, Jesus Christ must feteh 
me back again. I may fal/ a thousand times, but I shall rise again; 
ves, I may fall exceeding foully.”———And so he did, Doctor; for 
instantly he pitched with his head upon the floor, and the tankard in bis 
hand. The tankard was recovered; but no one thought it worth their 
while to lift up Mr. Fudsome ; nor did he rise from his foul fall, accord- 
ing to his prophecy : we left him silent on the floor, when the shot was 
paid. Oh, Doctor, what must we say of such professors. 
The very same, Sir, that Paul says, Their damnation is just. (Rom. 
iii. 8.) Such se andalous professors are found at all times, in our day, 
and Paul’s day; yet he will not renounce the doctrine of perseverance, 
but having giv en these licentious men their dose, he declares a firm per- 
suasion afterwards, that nothing shall be able to separate true believers, 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus. (Kom. vil. 388, 39. 
Jesus Christ, the shepherd of the flock, declares, [ give unto my sheep 
eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out 
of my hand. (John x. 28.) Yes, he affirms, The mountains shall de- 
part, and the hills be removed, but my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord, who 
hath mercy upon thee. (Isa. liv. 10.) 

What right have you to pray for perseverance, unless it is a pitt of 
the covenant? You may only pray for what is freely promised; and 
what is promised, has been purchased for believers; and being pur- 
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chased for them, will be surely given to them, else the purchase were 4 
> } 
Pardon of sin is promised, J will forgive their iniquities, and remem. 
hey their sins no more; (Jer. xxxi. 33, 34; ) therefore I may ask {,, 
para TP . 
Grace is promised to subdue our evil nature; Sin shall not have >. 
minion over you: he will subdue our iniquities ; Rom. vi. 14.—Micah 
vil. 19.) therefore | may ask for sanctifying grace. . | 
| Perseverance too is promised, I will make an everlasting covenant g 
- 4 with them, that Twill not tarnaway from them to do them good ; but 1 wi! 
1 ! put my fe w in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me: (Jerem. $ 
xxxii. 40.) therefore | may ask for persevering grace, and should as j 
P ii | with confidence, as David did. The Lord, he says, will perfect that 
i which does concern me; therefore he prays, forsake not the works of thine 
i own hands. (Psalm. exxxvill. 8.) | @ 
i God’s promises are the foundation for our prayers; and were designed 
Pi not to make the means of grace needless, but to stir men up to a dili- 
© | 7: gent use of them. <A gracious heart maketh this use; but a cor- 
im Ff ropt heart turns the grace of God into wantonness, and no legal terrors 
: i | would prevent it. ‘The thunders, lightnings, and earthquakes, which | 
ms, TRE shook mount Sinai, almost terrified the Israelites to death: vet a few 
} days after, we find them brisk and jolly, setting up an idol, and dancing 


round it merrily. And such is haman nature, almost killed with fear at 
an awful providence, yet laughing at that fear, when the shock is over, 
; Nothing but the grace of God can set the heart right, and keep it stea- 
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| Arr. V. On Church History, and the Importance of studying it. 
fl While true religion is often stigmatized as something calculated to j 
an contract the human mind, and imbue it with sentiments of an_ illiberal . 
im kind in reference to sound principle and proper conduct, it will ever be ' 
a, found to exert effects of the very opposite description upon all who im- 4 
iif bibe its spirit and, act agreeably to its laws. It never fails to enlarge our ; 
nik conceptions of the character and works of God, our own personal inter- . 
ee ests as well as the interests of others: and it essentialiy includes the ac- 
} tive employment of our lives for the glory of Him who made and re- 
ah) | deemed us, and for the general and greatest good of men. Yet it can- 
ae i | not be denied that many who bear the badges of Christianity, and some 
—5 Whose manifest sincerity and habitual consistency of conduct, constrain 
i a 1s to believe that they are Christians in truth, are contracted in their | 
‘i views of particular subjects. But this no more proves thatour holy re- | 
at ligion does not enlarge the mind, than the other imperfections of the 
ah best, while in the present state, prove that the word of salvation is not 
is admirably fitted “to make the man of God perfect and thoroughly furnish- 
| ed to every good work.” ‘They are not always the most liberal who put 
. & forth the greatest pretensions to liberality. The religion of the present 
* day is remarkable for professions on this subject, and in many instances, 
ii . it is ready to despise that of our fathers; while if subjected to a close 
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and candid inspection, there is reason to believe it will itself be found 
more contracted and selfish than what it so rasl.ly and ignorantly pre- 
tends to censure. In the circle of your religious acquaintance, you will 
find persons of very marked sincerity Who take much delight in speahing 
on $} iritual subjects, and in engaging in devotional exercises ; while, at 
the same time, they evince the greatest indiflerence, and even aversion 
to the history of the church of God,—so much so, that they seem to sus- 
pect the sincerity of the man who delights to spend a considerable 
tion of his time in reading, conversation, and inquiry upon the subjcet, 
The sincerity and devotion adverted to, cannot be too highly recommen 
ded and encouraged; would to God they were nore general, for where 
these are a Wanting, all must be wrong; yet the religion of such is very 
incomplete. The y evidently labour under such mistakes as pre vent 


i 
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them from rising to that eminence and enlargement in religion which 
they are otherwise fitted to attain, and they shut thems ‘Ives out from 
many sources of enjoyment to which they have access, and render their 
usefulness comparatively limited. For commending the kuowledge of 
the history of the church to all, and removing mistakes whichmany cood 
ople labour under in reference to its importance, we requ st their Ol 
sideration of the following statements. 

There is a great deal of Church History contained in the Holy S rip- 
tares. The main design of the Bible is to develope the plan of m rey 
drawn according to the manifold wisdom of God in his eternal counsels; 
to reveal the Saviour, and ofler complete salvation to man. This is the 
living and lifegiving doctrine of Scripture whichall of us should be ear- 
nest to know; and it is pre sented in every aspect fitted to engage our 
attention, aud make us improve it for our eternal peace. But in treat- 
ing the subject, the Spirit of God presents us witli a history of the church 
from the time it was erected upon earth, down to the period when the 
eanon of Scripture was completed. Here, then. we have frow God 
himself, a narrative of the most prominent e2clesiastical facts for a pe- 
riod of more than 4000 years. We find the church present d to our 
contemplation as she existed during the Patriarchal and Mosaic econo- 
mies, and we have the history of the commencement of the Christian dis- 
pensation. It is admitted that the historical facts inserted in the holy 
Scriptures, derive peculiar importance from their connexion with the 
coming of Christ into the world, and his departure from it alter he had 
finished the work given him to do, and on that account, as well as [1 
the circumstance of their being the word of God, they have higher claims 
upon our attention than can be pleaded for uninspired history. But the 
fact that so much of the history of the church is found in Seript 
must be regarded as a commendation of the whole subject to our im- 
provement. She is the same identical corporation in every age, is as 
much the object of Divine regard now as when the word of the Lord 
was primarily spoken to her by the ministry of prophets and apostles ; 
and there can be no doubt that the successive passages of her history 
possess an importance worthy of particular interest and fitted to 
serve very important purposes to men. Had it been the pleasure of 
God to have inspired men for the adding of other epistles to the Scrip- 
tures, and to have addressed them to the church at a time posterior to 
that in which the last of the books composing the Bible were written, 
we have reason to believe that such an addition would have in some 
way embodied the most prominent facts of the history of the church at 
that time, or that the book of the Acts would have brought the history 


Tit 
} 


as 














360 Importance of Church History. 





of the circulation of the gospel and of its success farther down than ;; 
does. 

In publishing the prosperous and the adverse events that befel th. 
church for such a Jong period, God is to be regarded as giving an exarp. 

| ple to man, and shewing what should be done after the sacred canon js 
completed. Ecclesiastical historians, in so far as they have obtained 
mercy to be faithful, are followers and fellow-workers with God and his 
inspired penmen; and they who have a right relish of the writings 0 
the latter, will not be indifferent about the former. 

In the word of God we have many calls to the contemplation of thy 
works of the Lord, and particularly the wonders he hath done jy 
behalf of Israel. These cannot be limited to what are recorded in the 
Scriptures, and to what pass under our own observation, but compre: 
hend all that are placed by the providence of God, within the reach o/ 
i our diligent inquiry. Let it not be supposed that the duty of knowing 
ia what has befallen the church from the days ef our fathers is one to be 
i established merely from analogy. God has enjoined it upon us by both 
i & precept and example, and it is admirably calculated to afford real advan. 
:. tage and exquisite enjoyment to all who perform it. 4 








th Let the humble Christian who has been accustomed to make litt): 
ey ‘ | account of ecclesiastical history, consider for a moment the manifesta. 
j + tion there made of the God of Zion. You have acquired such knowledge 
ie of God as convinees you that there is none in heaven er on earth once 
} to be compared with Him, and you have learned to count all things but 
: loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Him. It is no doubt in the 
salvation exhibited in the gospel and in the person of the Saviour, that 
God is chiefly to be knownand admired. You read in the promises and 
the precious declarations of doctrine, that God is merciful in his church, 
“! and long-suffering, that His care about her is unwearied, and that he is 
q ever in the midst of her to help her right early. This is a glorious and 
| a most engaging manifestation of Divine excellencies. But it is in the 
| history of the church that we see the actual display of the mercy and 
long-suffering of God. We there see the unwearied exercise of a care 
extending to her minutest circumstances of necessity and danger, and i: 
ah 6 is shown that the grace promised by God has in adorable faithtulness 
a been made to reign through righteousness unto eternal life from age 
age. 
tg “It is of vast importance as it introduces us to an acquaintance with 
i i manv of the most eminent saints and servants of God. The great things § 
A which relate to Zion's safety and prosperity have been accomplished by ) 
the instramentality of eminent men. The part which they have acted is 
) so conspicuous, and the place which they occupy in the history of the 
it church isso prominent,that ithas been found that the most successful man- 








ner of introducing to an acquaintance with any period is by writing the 
memoirs of the men who acted the most distinguished partin it. Surely 
there can be nothing more pleasing to the child of God than to be in- 
troduced to an acquaintance with these men that have been most highly 
honoured of*God, and whose hearts burned so ardently with zeal for the 


yf honour of Christ and the best interest of immortal souls. Such were 
/ our ecclesiastical reformers, and that mind must be ignoble indeed that 
; & ean derive no pleasure from the acquaintance with them which is acqui- 
a red from the improvement of these memorials which God has preserved 


by his kind providence in the pages of uninspired history. To read of 
these is an exercise not merely pleasing, but calculated to be highly profit- 
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table. The bringing of our cold and contracted souls in contact with 
their historical remains, has a tendency to kindle in them the same ar- 
dent piety, to elevate and enlarge them with the same lofty Christian 
patriotism, to awaken and regulate our zeal for the safety and success 
of the same cause in which they embarked, and to train us for the society 
of the perfected saints in heaven. We acquire the knowledge of a man’s 
character and endowments, of his mental and moral excellencies not 
merely in looking at his plans and reading his promises, but in contem- 
plating his actual performances, and we find every accession to the 
knowledge of what he hath done as an additional illustration of his char- 
acter, and as fitted to rende: an acquaintance with him the more inti- 
mate. And, in like manner, do we grow in acquaintance with God by 
the reverential and ardent contemplation of him ag presented to us in 
the declarations he has made about his own Being and perfections, in 
the display that he hath made of the plan of mercy and his promises of 
salvation to all such as apply to him. But he has actually manifested 
the glory of his perfections in his goings forth for the salvation of his 
church and his chosen people from time to time; he has made a most 
surprising display of himself in the purchase of redemption, and all that 
he does in paving the way for its application and in positively effecting 
it. The wonderful works God has done in the church are a correct 
counterpart of the promises of his word,—they are a commentary from 
hims:If, and when devoutly considered in connexion with the word, they 
shed a light ‘upon it, and serve to shew more of the glory of God than 
can be seen through the word as unaccomplished. ‘The Scriptures of 
the Old Testament presented, with great peculiarity, the appearance of 
Messiah, and the things relating to his sufferiugs and the glory that 
should follow, but they were never so fully understood till they took 
place. Our fathers who lived under the former dispensation, had not 
the means of beholding the glory of the Redeemer so clearly as we have 
under the present, and a reason is, that he had not actually displayed it 
in the execution of his work of redemption. ‘The holy prophets search- 
ed and inquired diligently into these things, but as it was not given 
them to behold the glory of the Lord in the actual fulfilment of the 
work, so their knowledge of it was limited in comparison with that of 
the apostles, who were privileged to speak of it as actually accomplish- 
ed. In his word, God presents us with the whole plan which he is to 
execute in his church even to the end of the world, and they who con- 
template it by faith see much of his manifold wisdom and grace, but 
they will see far more when it is finished. It is in the history of the 
church that we behold the work, so far as already executed; and it 
surely becomes us to listen to its demonstrations of the character of the 
Saviour, that we may increase in acquaintance with him. The person 
who has read the history of the church,—traced the footsteps of him 
who hath led his Israel all the way they have already gone through the 
wilderness, and contemplated his many merciful interpositions and 
mighty deliverances, may be said to have lived in the church from age 
to age,—to have walked with God for many generations, and to have 
witnessed the glorious displays of his right hand and his holy arm, and 
having walked with him so long, and seen so much, his knowledge must 
be far more intimate and enlarged than that of those who look at but 
few of his works, and who limit their views to a few points of the stu- 
pendous plau. To be indifferent about the works which God has per- 
formed, in behalf of his church, is, though many sincere Christians are 
Vow. XIII. 38 
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not aware of it, to be indifferent about God himself; his chief design 
in all that he does is to manifest his glory, and it never shines more by ||. 
jiantly than through the medium of his word as fulfilled in his work, 
His ancient people looked at him for many generations, in the light of 
the glorious things that he did in bringing them out of Egypt; ang j 
we know him as the God of our fathers, we must come and behold the 
marvellous things that he hath performed in emancipating us from Po. 
pish superstition and idolatry, and in maintaining the pure Protestant 
religion to the present day. “According to the days when ‘his churety 
came out of the land of Egypt has he shewn to us in our’ land marvel. 
lous things.” 

Let all who profess to prize the gospel and conscientiously perform 
their duty to God, remember, that without a knowledge of the history 
of the church, they cannot forma correct estimate of their privileges, 
or the extent of their obligations. ‘To you who believe, he is precious, 
“and his word is more to be desired than gold ;” but in estimating jj, 
we have not merely to take into account its contents, but all the cost that 
has been expended in preserving it to our time and transmitting it to our 
place. [tis a parcel of heavenly treasure above all earthly value in 
point of intrinsic excellence, and in the account of him who is the 
author of it, its value is greatly enhanced by the length of the way 
along which it has been communicated, and its miraculous preservation 
amidst all the daugér to which it has been exposed. ‘The most pro- 
minent facts of ecclesiastical record are the etlorts which have been 
nade for the manifestation of truth by its friends on the one hand, and 
the stratagems employed for its corruption and suppression by its ene- 
inies on the other. In raising up men for preserving and publishing the 
truth contained in Scripture, sustaining them in most arduous struggles, 
and in making them, in many instances, even prefer the loss of life to 
the abandonment of truth; the Lord has communicated the means of 
grace down to our day, and will continue to do so even to the end of 
the world. Now, we never value our Bible aright till we consider what 
it contains, and how it has been reserved for us. We never estimate 
as we ought the public ordinances of religion, without taking into ac- 
count what God has done in defence of his house till now, and in set- 
ting before us an open door that no man can shat. We should there- 
fore regard all that has been done for the church, particularly in our 
own land, as done for us; but how can we do so if we wilfully remain 
ignorant of the most remarkable passages of her history since her first 
erection among us. ‘To think correctly, and to feel in unision with the 
true children of Zion, is to identify ourselves with the church of God, 
to regard her interests as our own; the dangers to which she has been 
exposed, and the sufferings she has undergone, as experienced by our- 
selves ; and all that her God has done in preserving and delivering her, 
as testimonies of his kindness to us in particular. Hence, she 1s fre- 
quently personified and spoken of as a woman that has lived from the 
time of her first formation, and as remembering what God had done 
for her in the multtude of tis mercies.* “Many a time have they 
alilicted me from my youth; yet they have not prevailed against me. 
The plowers plowed upon my back, they made long their furrows. The 
Lord is righteous, he hath cut asunder the cords of the wicked.” 
Every new deliverance entails upon her an additional obligation to 





* Psalm cxxix. 1. 
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with it, and give the glory to God which is due to his name. 

Aud besides the obligations which result from the salvation the Lord 
has wrought for her, there are others which descend from her own volun- 
tary engagement, and of which we cannot safely be ignorant. The 
engagements which Isracl formed at Sinai. are often referred to by the 
prophets as binding in their day, and the breaking of them as one of 
the evils which procured the Babylonian c: ipuivity, and the awtul judg- 
ments with which they were visited. To the question, “wherefore hath 
the Lord done this!” It is answered, “Because they have forsaken the 
covenant of the Lord their God.’”’* Thi is in the page of history that we 
learn that our fathers devoted themselves and their posterity to the 
Lord, and swore that they would walk in his ways. Never did a na- 
tion under heaven give more solemn pledges of fidelity to God than we 
then did. But how are we to know this, and how is it possible to be 
faithful to the Most High, if we do not seriously consider the original 
transaction as preserved in history. What would we think of the 
neighboring kingdoms that could entirely overlook alliances, and slipu- 
lations of treaties formed with Britain in the days of our fathers’? And 
what shall the God of our ancestors think of us if we will not even 
look at the indisputable claim he has upon us from our explicit engage- 
ment and oath ? 

But the strongest reason with which we can urge the Christian to 
the serious perusal of the history of the church is, the connection which 
his acquaintance with it has with the advancement of the glory of God. 
This ought to be the chief end of man; and it certainly is so in reter- 
ence to all who have obeyed the gospel. ‘They regard it as their “rea- 
sonable service.” And in giving him glory they do not eonte mplate 
his excellencies merely in the abstract, but as unfolded to them in the 
performance of his precious promises to the church. In heaven, we 
have reason to believe, that after the mystery of God is finished here 
below, the whole of the redeemed will, with all their heart, and soul, 
and strength, give glory to God in the highest, and they will adwire the 
object of their praise as manifested in their salvation; and all that he 
did for his church wilt be presented to their view. The stupendous 
plan of redemption will be beheld in the full glory of its execusion, the 
history of the whole divine procedure in exec uting it, will be present to 
their distinct contemplation, and all this will be seen as a reflection of 
the perfections of God, aud serve to enlarge their comprehension of him, 
and animate their praises of his glory. In re demption,—and it includes 
all that he hath done for his chureh,—he has made to himself a glori- 
ous name ; from the praises of the redeemed is the glory of that name 
declared. 

Now, the saints on earth should aspire at the greatest possible con- 
formity to what they siall be in heaven, They should join in the song 
of Moses, the servant of God and of the Lamb, “Great and mar vellous 
are thy works, Lord God Almighty.” But the man who ts anacquaint- 
ed with what the right hand and the holy arm of God hath achieved in 
behalf of his church is ignorant of many of the most signal of his 
works, and his communion with the saints in the celebration of them, 
and his tribute of praise to God must be limited, compared with what 





* Compare Deut. xxix. 24 with Jer. xxii. S, 9. 
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Moses who are ignorant of the history of the Old Testament deliver. 
ances ; and surely they know little of the song of the Lamb who are 
ignorant of what that glorious conqueror and his company have done, and 
are yet to do in subduing antichrist, and in saving the redeemed church 
from the most dark and destructive domination. Ifthena knowledge of 
the history of the church be so necessary to an acquaintance with 
God himself and his word, to a right estimate of the value of our pri- 
vileges, and the amount of our obligations to God; and the rendering 
to him the praise due to his name ; surely the study of it cannot be so 
dry and unprofitable an exercise as the neglect with which many and 
even good people treat it, and the uninteresting manner in which 
they speak of it, would make us believe. “I'he works of the Lord are 
great; sought out of all them that have pleasure therein.” It may 
justly be regarded as one of the suspicious characteristics of the reli- 
gion of the present time, that so many of its professors live in a wilful 
ignorance of the doings of the Lord in our land. And there can be no 
doubt, that when the Spirit is poured from on high, as there will be a 
return to the Lord, so there will be a commemoration of his mighty 
works. They have been so many and so marvellous, that he will yet 
most certainly form a people for himself to shew forth the praises of 
them. We might have shewn how much the remembrance of these is 
fitted to encourage the faith of his people amid all the trials and dis- 
couragements they may have to encounter. But having engrossed too 
many pages already, let it at present suffice to remind the indulgent 
reader of his duty, in the words of the Psalmist, ‘“O give thanks unto 
the Lord ; call upon his name. make known his deeds among the people. 
Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk of all his wondrous works. 
Remember his marvellous works that he hath done ; his wonders and 
the judgments of his mouth; O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye 
children of Jacob his chosen.” *—Presbyterian Magazine. 


Art. VI. A Case of Affliction. 


Mr. Eviror,—I am a man of sorrows, belonging to a class of suffer- 
ers, of which the members are not small in these days. Few of us have 
laid our griefs before the public. But I think we should no longer 
smother them. | will tell you mine, in the simplicity of my heart, not 
doubting your sympathies will take the right direction. I belong to a 
certain church and parish, and the top-stone of my sorrow is, that | 
CANNOT MANAGE MY MINISTER. Here are several sorrowful topics. 

In the first place, he will have opinions of his own in spite of me. 
There were once blessed days in this parish. A puff from me would 
put the Rev. Mr. Weathercock, our former pastor, into any position | 
thought desirable. I do not think he had a theological opinion, which I 
had not trimmed into the shape I thought it should sustain. When he 
first came among us, there were many points on which he was given to 
understand there was difference between him and the present complain- 
ant, and that it was not becoming in him to be at variance with a per- 
son of such influence in community. | soon had the happiness of disco- 





* Psalms ev. 1, 2, 5, 6. 
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vering that we exactly agreed, though my ship had not swung the 
breadth of a barley-corn from her moorings. And why should it not be 
so? Is not a minister, by the highest authority, called “ the servant of 
all’ Now a man serves me, if he straitens his theology into a paral- 
jel line with mine. And my former pastor was certainly a servant of 
this description. 

But alas! the change! My present pastor has not a particle of the 
weathercock about him. As to his theological opinions, he has the har- 
dihood to have a mind of his own. He appears so settled in his views, 
that I should as soon think of upheaving the Andes as to change them. 
] bluntly told him once, he was wrong on certain points, supposing it 
would shake him some to find himself differing from me. But I did not 
perceive the slightest change of countenance on the discovery of so im- 
portant a fact. Indeed he was presumptuous enough to make some 
advances toward setting Me right. And in fact, he did set things in such 
a plausible light as to give him credit for his good sense, to say nothing 
of the uneasiness he occasioned my own mind. But instead of bein 
the servant of us all, and whiffling about to our several opinions, i 
honestly fear we shall yet be the servants, and he will bring us all to 
his own mind. He has had the art to do this already in the cases ot so 
many, that I am alarmed, and if the thing is not stopped, I fear there 
will not be a scape-goat from his opinions amongst us. I almost fear 
that I shall not be such a goat myself as to escape. 

And I am sorrowful also, that | cannot manage him any better in re- 

ard to various measures for promoting religion in the parish. To the 
honor of his predecessor [ affirm, that he never made any movement till 
he had given me an inquiring look; and my opinions filled the sails or 
blew up the ship, just as in my sovereignty it was judged best. I was 
consulted with the most complimentary and gratifying deference. If 
there were any failures in this due respect to my skill in taking care of 
Zion, the community had not long to wait for some impressive tokens of 
my sense of injury.—How precious, sir, to stand at the helm in thése 
matters, and to have the prerogative of saying, “ this will not do,” and 
“that will not do,” and to have one’s conscious wisdom and power 
honored in the obsequiousness of all concerned. 

But my present pastor is a ruthless robber of my happiness in this 
respect. He pursues his own course very much as if 1 were an utter 
nonentity. Instead ot crouching before me submissively, as “the servant 
of all” is duly bound, in asking my decision, in nine out of ten of his plans 
he passes me utterly by. I seem to be no more seen than the stars after 
sunrise ; whereas | seemed once to be the principal luminous points in 
the firmament. And when he does consult me, and finds a non-occur 
rence, he insists upon a fair statement of the reasons of my dissent, which 
in many cases is a downright provocation. Just as though a man ought 
always to have reasons for his dislike, or was bound to tell them if he 
had! 

And sorrow upon sorrow compels me to say, | cannot manage him 
any better in the matter of preaching. 

Peace to the memory of the former pastor. He was perfectly docile 
here. I have known him, when about uttering some peculiar senti- 
ment, to cast a glance of inquiry toward my pew, and shape what fol- 
lowed by the gloom or splendor of the horizon in that direction. 

But if you were to see our present pastor in the pulpit, you would 
not think he cared a herring what mortal thought of him. He will 
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drive at a point with the most presumptuous earnestness in spite of the 
known dislike of a score of us.—He sends all sorts of missiles against a\| 
sorts of sins, without its seeming any concern of his whom he hits or 
how deep the wound. He seems to act on the principle, that the truth 
is a sort of piece of artillery, upon which it is his business to lay the 
match, and if any man stands in the way of the shot, that it is his own 
responsibility. Now this way of doing things just upsets a dish here 
and another there, which stood on their own boitoms during the reign 
of our former pastor. Men that had enjoyed an unbroken skin, during 
that whole period, are now from time to time most sorely wounded, 
And I myself am among that unhappy number. And this too, notwith- 
standing all former exemption, and my high standing in society. I ve- 
rily believe the preacher would as soon level his rebukes at my sins as 
at those of the greatest villain in the parish. The former pastor used 
to cut up the wicked of the lower classes grandly. And well was [| 
pleased atevery shot thrown in that direction. But the present pastor, 
while he does the same, spreads his net also for other fish. He has 
adopted the principle of giving “to every man a portion,” and therefore 
there is not a soul of us who is not reached from time to time by his 
arrows. Now I jike sharp-shooting in the direction | might prescribe ; 
but the matter of being a target myself is what I cannot brook. 

I told him lately my mind about his preaching. ‘There was no little 
wrath in my heart, with no little of a hurricane in my countenance and 
voice. IL thought he would patliate and paddle away like a frighted 
duck. But there was not the slightest appearance of consternation 
about him. LThoped, too, ifhe was not to be frightened, he would at 
least grow hot under the excitement of my assault. But he cruelly dis- 
appointed me here also. He was as cool as a “Lapland idol carved in 
ice.’—He treated me with so much kindness and politeness, that my 
special wonder was excited that a man, who could cut one all to pieces 
so in the pulpit could be so benevolent a sort of being as I found bim. 
But yet, as if to show that he would not heal any of my wounds, he press- 
ed me in this very interview with several questions, which were as bad as 
the pressure of as many bayonets. For instance: “were the painful 
things uttered true? did they strike at any thing but sin; could you 
have been “hit of the archer,” if there had not been in you something,” 
&e. &c. Who could fail of being scandalized at such questions, who had 
any of that nobleness of soul which conscious wealth and influence in 
community inspire? Who wants to be teased with difficult questions, 
when he expected rather to find humiliation and retraction in him who 
has the impudence to ask them? Instead of there being confusion of 
face, as the result of that interview, where I had anticipated sceing it, I 
have the sorrow of believing it must have been seen in precisely the 
opposite direction. 

There are various other trials of a similar kind; but I will tres- 
pass no longer upon your patience at present. That you may have my 
case at a glance, | would say in a word, my whole trouble is, that [ can- 
not manage my pastor. He will have his own opinions—he_ will 
make his own measures—he will preach in such a manner as he is plea- 
sed to think best. And as to my being able to control him in any of 
these things, | seem to have no more influence than I have over the fix- 
ed stars. How precious the memory of the past! The Rev. Mr. 
Weathercock flew around to any point, under the breath of my influ- 
ence. I had only to hint my good pleasure, to have every thing crook : 
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ed straitened at once. Opinions, measures, preaching, all swung from 
their moorings 1 the gale, and found their resting place in the precise 
line of my own desires. But the former things are passed away. My 
sceptre is broken ! My throne is demolished! 1 am as weak as other 
meu. Any sympathy or aid in your power, Mr. Editor, would be 
cratefully received and duly acknowledged by 

as Yours in much affliction, SIMON. 
—Boston Recorder. 





Art. VII. Heaven's Altractions. 

The following beautiful extract is from the writings of the late Dr. 
Nevins. 

“] have been thinking of the attractions of heaven—what there is in 
heaven to draw souls to it. 1 thought of the place. Heaven has place. 
Christ says to his disciples, “I go to prepare a pluce for you.” Itis a 
part of the consolation with which he comforts them—that heaven is a 
place, and not a mere state. Whata place it must be! Selected out 
of all the locations of the universe—-the chosen spot of space. We see, 
even on earth, places of great beauty, and we can conceive of spots far 
more delightful than any we see. but what comparison can these bear 
to heaven, where every thing exceeds what ever eye has seen or imagi- 
nation conceived! ‘The earthly Paradise must have becn a charming 
spot. But what comparison can these bear to the heavenly’? What 
the Paradise assigned to the first Adam, who was of the earth earthly. 
compared with that purchased by the second Adam, who is the Lord 
from heaven? It is a purchased possession. The price it cost the 
purchaser every one knows. Now, having purchased it, he has gone 
to prepare it—to set it in order—to lay out his skill uponit. Ob, what 
a place Jesus will make—has already made—heaven! The place should 
attract us, 

Then | thought of the fredom of the place from the evils of earth. 
Not only what is in heaven should attract us to it, but what is nol there. 
And what is not there?) There is no night there. Who does not wish 
to go where no night is?) No night—no natural night—none of its 
darkness, its damps, its dreariness—and no moral night—no ignorance 
—no error—no misery—no sin. These all belong to night; and there 
is no nightin heaven. And why no night there’) What shines there so 
perpetually? It isnot any natural luminary. It is a moral radiance 
that lights up heaven. *The glory of God doth lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof.” No need have they there of other light. 
This shines every where and on all. All light is sweet, buat no light is 
like this. 

And not only no night there, but “ no more curse.” Christ redeemed 
them from the curse of the law by being made a curse forthem. And 
“no more death.” The last enemy is overcome at last. Each, as he 
enters the place, shouts victoriously, “Olideath—oh grave!’ “ Neither 
sorrow.” It is here. —Oh yes—it is here— around, within. We hear it 
—we see it—and at length we feel it. But it is not there. “ Nor cry- 
ing,” no expression of grief. * Neither shall there be any more pain; 
for the former things are passed away.” And what becomes of tears? 
Are they left to dry up? Nay, God wipes them away. And this is a 
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sure sign they will never return. What shall cause weeping, when He 
Wipes away tears. 

I have not said that there was no sin in heaven. I have not thought that 
necessary. If sin was there, mght would be there, and the curse, anq 
death, and all the other evils—the train of sin. These are not there, 
therefore sin is not. No, “ we shall be like Him ; for we shall see him 
as he is.” 

What is there, sinee these are not? Day is there—and there is the 
blessing that maketh rich—and there is life, immortality—and since no 
sorrow, joy—* fulness of joy—joy unspeakable” —and smiles where tears 
were—and there they rest, not from their labors only but from cares, 
and doubts, and fears. And glory is there, an “ exceeding and eternal 
weight.” 

Then I thought of the society. It is composed of the Elite of the uni- 
verse. The various forms of angels who kept their first estate—as 
humble as they are high—not ashamed of men. Why should they be, 
when the Lord of angels is not ashamed to call us brethren? The ex 
cellent of the earth also—all the chvice spirits of every age and nation 
—the first man—the first martyr—the translated patriarch—the survi- 
vor of the deluge—the friend of God, and his juniors, Isaac and Israel] 
—Moses, the lawgiver and Joshua the leader of the host—the pious 
kings—the prophets—the evangelists and apostles, Paul, John—the 
martyrs—the reformers—the Puritan fathers—the missionaries, Swartz, 
Brainerd,Martyrp—Carey and Morrison have just gone up; and the 
young brothers who ascended from Sumatra—and another, connected 
with missions, Wisner, has been suddenly sent for to heaven. 

Is that all?’ Where is he that used to lisp “father, mother ”—thy 
child? Passing out of your hands, passed he not into those of Jesus? 
Yes, you suffered him. If any other than Jesus had said, “Suffer them 
to come to me,” you would have said, No. Death does not quench those 
recently struck sparks of intelligence. Jesus is not going to lose one of 
those little brilliants. All shall be in his crown. 

Perhaps thou hast a brother or a sister there; that would draw you 
towards heaven. Perhaps a mother—she whose eye wept while it 
watched over thee, until at length it grew dim and closed. Took she 
not in her cold hand, thine, while yet her hand was warm, and said she 
not, “I am going to Jesus—follow me?’ Perhaps one nearer, dearer 
than child, than brother, than mother—the nearest, dearest—is there. 
Shall Tsay who? Christian female, thy husband. Christian father, 
the young mother of thy babes. He is not—she is not, for God took 
them. Has heaven no attractions? 

Heaven is gaining in attractions every day. True, the principal at- 
tractions remain the same ; but the lesser ones multiply. Some have 
attractions there now, which they had not but a few months ago. Earth 
is losing. How fast it has been losing of late! But earth’s losses are 
heaven’s gains. ‘They who have left so many dwelling places of earth 
desolate, have gone to their father’s house in heaven. What if they 
shall not return to us? We shall go tothem. That is better. 

But the principal attractions I have not yet mentioned. There is our 
father—our heavenly Father—whom we have so often addressed, and 
as such, in prayer. He that nourished and brought us up, and has 
borne us on—He that has watched over us with an eye that never 
sleeps, and provided for us with a hand that never tires: and who can 
pity too. We have never seen our heavenly Father: but there he re- 
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veals himself. ‘There he smiles; and the nations of the saved walk in 
the light of his countenance. 

And there is He, to depart and be with whom Paul desired, as being 
“far better” than to live. There is his glorified humanity. If not hav- 
ing seen, we love him; though we now sce him not, yet believing, we 
rejoice With joy unspeakable and full of glory; what will be the love 
and the joy, when “we see Him as he is?” There is He. 

Heaven Aas attractions—many, and strong—and yet who would think 
it? How few feel and obey the heavenly attraction! How much more 
powerful earth acts upon us !—How unwilling we are to leave it even 
for heaven. 


Art. VIII. Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


We meet with the following interesting communication in the Chris- 
tian Intelligencer. It is from the pen of the Rev. Robert Baird, and 
addressed to the Rev. Dr. Proudfit, Corresponding Secretary of the 
Foreign Evangelical Society ; under the patronage of which Society, 
and with the view of promoting its object, it is, that Mr. B. is now 
travelling in Europe. Our readers will doubtless peruse this communi- 
cation with much interest. It is dated, Paris, Sept. 21, 1836.—Eb. 
Rev. Mon, 

Saxony.—From Berlin I went to Dresden. My visit to Saxony 
was wholly for the ‘Temperance cause, and of very short duration. It 
was almost wholly with the view of seeing Prince John, the brother 
of the present king of Saxony, and endeavoring to advance that cause 
through his influence. ‘That Prince, though young, is distinguished for 
his literary attainments and his philanthropic efforts. 

Of the state of religion in Saxony, I can only speak in a very gener- 
al manner. Whilst the Royal family is Catholic, as is well known, 
the great bulk of the people are Protestants. The most perfect tolera- 
tion exists in this kingdom. In the city of Dresden, which has a po- 
pulation of between 70,000 and 80,000 inhabitants, there are ten or 
twelve Protestant churches, some of which are very large; whilst 
there is but one—a large cathedral—Roman Catholic church. It is es- 
timated that three-fourths of the population of that city are Protestants, 
and the remaining one-fourth Roman Catholics. The population of the 
entire kingdom is about 1,800,000. 

The state of religion in the Protestant churches in Saxony is deplo- 
rable enough. Few of the pastors are orthodox. There are, however, 
some evangelical ministers ; and among the people there is said to be a 
strong desire, especially on the part of the older persons, to hear the 
gospel preached again in the churches. One of the most distinguished 
Rationalists of Germany preaches in the St. Mary’s church at Dresden. 

This is the celebrated Dr. Ammon, who has by his writings exerted 
a wide-spread, and for the truth, a baneful influence in Germany. It 
is believed, however, that even in Saxony, evangelical religion is begin- 
ning to revive a little. The Lord grant that it may soon make great 

rogress. 

Vou. XIII. 39 


oe ete 








wh AS 











370 Religwus and Missionary Intelligence. 


Centrat Germany—On leaving Saxony, | passed through Saxe-We; 

mar, Saxe-Gotha, and Hesse-Cassel to Frankfort-on-the Maine. The 
state of religion in these small states is fur from being as encouraging 
as in Prussia. Rationalism here has almost unbounded sway in the 
Protestant churches, whilst the number of evangelical pastors is com- 
paratively small. At Weimar is Roehr, and at Saxe-Coburg is Brets. 
chneider two of the most distinguished neologists of Germany, whose 
writings have exerted an extensive influence most fatal to true Feligion, 

Frankfort is one of the Free cities of Germany, and is a place of 
much wealth, and a point of great importance. It has a population of 
about 50,000 souls. ‘There are in that city 6 Lutherian churches, } 
German Reformed, 1 French Reformed, 1 Moravian, (very small and 
destitute of a pastor,) and two or three Roman Catholic. Of the 
ministers of that city, the two French pastors, one German Reformed, 
and two or three Lutherian are considered evangelical in their doct- 
rines. Religion is in a very low state in that city. 

I may add, that there is preaching in the English language in Frank- 
fort this summer, for the first time, I believe, in any regular way by a 
minister belonging to the Established church of England. This is im- 
portant; for the number of English people who reside in Frankfort, 
united with those who annually visit it for longer or shorter periods, is 
very considerable. And there is hardly a point in Europe which is more 
favorable, in regard to situation, than Frankfort for exerting a goed in- 


fluence throughout the continent. Much ought to be done there to pro- 
mote true religion. 


GerMan States on THE Lower Ruine.—The countries which bor- 
der on the Rhine below the entrance of the Maine, viz. Hesse-Darm- 
stadt, Nassau, and the Western or Rhenish Provinces of Prussia, have, 
to a great extent, a Catholic population. Such is the population of 
Mayence, Coblentz, Cologne, &e. There are, however, some Protest- 
ant churches in those cities; and in some cases those churches are evan- 
gelical. At Dusseldorf, and throughout the valley of Barmen, there are 
not a few evangelical pastors, upon whose labors the Lord has smiled. 
In general, the country which borders the Lower Rhine, and indeed 
that which borders the Upper also, is a country still covered with the 
thick darkness of Popery. ‘Truth is, however, gaining ground slowly 
in some places, and even with considerable rapidity in a very few. But 
I will not attempt a more minute description of the state of things in 
this portion of my travels, being sensible that my journey was too 
rapid to allow me to acquire satisfactory information respecting many 
places. 


Hottanp.—F rom Germany I passed into Holland. My stay in that 
country was not long, but long enough to permit me to visit the most 
important cities. Holland must ever be a very interesting country to 
the friends of liberty, science, and the Protestant religion. ; 

As to liberty, one can never forget or cease to admire the protracted 
and dreadful struggle which the Seven Provinces, as the country was 
then called, made to free themselves from the yoke of bondage, and 
the almost incredible sufferings which that memorable contest cost. 

As it regards science, it may truly be said that no other country in 
the world, containing an equal population, has produced so many men 
who have adorned and advanced science and literature as Holland has 
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furnished. For three centuries this has been so. And even at this 
moment that country is inferior to none in the number of her men of 
learning, nor in her institutions for giving a suitable education to all 
classes of her population. In addition to a good school system for the 
instruction of all the youth in the branches of elementary knowledge, 
there are four Universities in that country, viz. those of Utrecht, Ley- 
dev, Amsterdam, and Groningen. The two former are well known, as 
among the most distinguished in Europe. ‘That of Utrecht has at pre- 
sent upwards of 500 students, of whom 250 are theological, and under 
the instruction of four professors. ‘The University of Leyden has 570 
students, of whom 220 are theological, and under the instruction of 
tour professors. The University of Amsterdam is little more than no- 
minal; whilst that of Groningen is quite respectable and has probably 
some three hundred or three hundred and fifty students. The whole 
number of young men in the four Universities of that country are, this 
year estimated at 1590; a number certainly very large for a country 
which has a population hardly reaching three millions. 

As it regards the Protestant religion, no country has contended more 
earnestly for it, and none has produced greater theologians. For that 
was the country of Grotius, of Witsius, Vitringa, and of a host of 
others, whose writings have adorned the church and powerfully illus- 
trated and established the truth. 

For a long period after the Reformation true religion made extensive 
and permanent progress in Holland. And even at this day, it is be- 
lieved that there are not a few devoted men among the 1,238 ministers 
of the gospel who belong to the Reformed Dutch Church. Besides 
that denomination there are a number of churches belonging to the Lu- 
therans, a few congregations of the Walloon church, and one or two 
other minor sects. ‘There are also two churches for the English, one 
Episcopal and the other of the Kirk of Scotland at Amsterdam ; the 
same number at Rotterdam; and one Episcopal at Harlem. Each of 
these churches is supplied with two pastors, except the one at Harlem, 
and all are supported by the Dutch Government. There is a large num- 
ber of Jews in Holland, there being no less than 22,000 at Amsterdam, 
and 7 synagogues. ‘There isa French Reformed Church in each of 
the most important cities. That at the Hague is large, and is supplied 
with decidedly evangelical preaching from the eloquent and distinguish- 
ed Mr. Secretan. 

It is not to be disguised, however, that the pure religion of the gos- 
pel has greatly declined in Holland within the last 50 or 60 years. The 
doctrines for which the friends of truth so nobly, though not always 
with charity and a proper spirit, contended in the begining of the 17th 
century, and which were confirmed by the Synod of Dort in 1618 and 
1619, and are embodied in the Confession of Faith the Heidelburg Cate- 
chism, and the Canons of that Synod,—and which combined constitute 
the Symbolical Book of the Reformed Dutch Church, have long ceased 
to maintain that universal supremacy which they once enjoyed in that 
church. To these doctrines every pastor, professor, teacher of a school, 
until 1799, were required to subscribe in the most explicit manner. But 
at that epoch, the connexion of Church and State was dissolved, and re- 
ligion greatly corrupted by French arms and French philosophy. And 
when the ancient order of things was re-established in 1816, and a Synod 
called in the year succeeding to regulate the affairs of the church, there 
was proof enough furnished that the sound orthodoxy of the Reformed 
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Dutch Church had suffered much. That Synod ordained that a sy}. 
scription to the formularies of the church—the Confession, the Cate. 
chism, and the Canons of the Synod of Dort, which have just beep 
mentioned,—so fur as they are agreeable to the word of God is all that 
is necessary on the part of those who enter the sacred office. This 
fact and many others show that there has been a de »parture from the 
rigid orthodoxy which for so long a period prevailed in the church of 
Holland. And at the present time, whilst 1 suppose that it would be 
wrong to say that there is not a very considerable body of sound and 
devoted ministersin that church, it is not to be denied that the churches 
are generally in a state of great spiritual deadness. 

These i is however , at this time a most remarkable work going on 
throughout Holland, which may, with the blessing of God, exert a great 
and good influence. A new sect has been forming from the Establish- 
ed Dutch Chureh, during the last two years which now amounts to se- 
veral thousands, and which the persecution of the civil authorities is 
likely to augment very rapidly. It is probably premature to speak posi- 
tively, at this day, respecting this remarkable religious movement. But 
lam of the opinion that it bids fair to advance the kingdom of Christ 
greatly. Atthe same time there is room to fear thi t the opposition 
which those who belong to this sect are encountering, may lead to very 
grave consequences ere long. It is to be hoped that the serious-minded 
sovereign of that country will yet take such a course as will prevent 
so direful an issue. I ought toadd that the ministers and leading lay- 
men who constitute this sect do not profess to hold any other doctrines 
than those recognized in the ancient standards of the Reformed Dutch 
Church, as settled by the Synod of Dort; and in fact, that the principal 
cause of their secession from the established church, is the alleged fact 
that that church has, to so great a degree departed from the true faith. 
The king has lately issued an ordinance by which, unde: certain very 
onerous but probably practicable regulations, this new sect can hold 
their meetings and act as a church, until they shall be recognized by the 
competent authority, (the Legislature) asa church, or denomination en- 
titled to a place under the protection of the laws, and on the same foot- 
ing with the other denominations which are recognized by the state. 

[have spoken thus generally of this subject, because however interes- 
ting a more minute history of it might be, it would of necessity be too 
long for this report. 

it remains for me to say that I have reason to think that the principal 
object of my visit to Holland, will be accomplished, which was to secure 
the translation of the History of the ‘Temperance Societies in America 
and elsewhere, which I had written, into the Dutch language and its 
publication. ‘That task | expect will, inafew months, be acc omplished, 
through the efforts of Professer Herring and Baron Golstein at Utrecht, 
two warm friends of the cause. I will only add that there are no tem- 
perance societies yet in Holland, although there is evidently an interest 
awaking in behalf of this great object. “The fact that vast quantities of 
gin and other ardent spirits are manufactured and consumed in Holland, 
or exported to other countries, constitutes a most powerful reason why 
the friends of religion and good morals in that country should arouse to 
promote this cause. At the same time, it is quite certain, I think, that 
this great enterprise will meet many and great obstacles in that country, 
and much labor and time will probably be required to carry it forward. 





alia Sars 


a 


——— 


Ck Ee oe 






























te te 


ticalibiadinne 


so 
oS 
7 
: 


Sue 





Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


Beicivum.—I spent some time in Belgium, on my wey to Paris, for 
the prosecution of several objects connected with my mission to Europe. 
This isa very important country. It has a population of about four 
millions and two hundred thousand souls. Notwithstanding the Roman 
Catholic religion is the religion of almost every body that makes any 
pretentions to religion, there is no other country on the continent oft 
Europe in which there is so perfect a toleration of all others. ‘This isa 
most important fact. 

There are few Protestant churches or ministers in Belgium. ‘The 
door is, however, widely opened for good effort. ‘The Rev. Mr. Bouch- 
er, of Brussels, is laboring with much prospect of success in that impor- 
tant city, which is the capital of the kingdom. At Ghent, at Devismes, 
and Antwerp, there are evangelical ministers; making in all some five 
or six. Their hands need greatly to be strengthened. And the appeal 
which is made by those brethren to the churches in America ought by no 
rneans to be disregarded. 

There is great room in Belgium for the distribution of good books and 
tracts. And it is cheering to see that the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, through the agency which it maintains at Brussels, is every 
year scattering far and wide through the kingdom the sacred Scriptures. 
May the Lord smile upon these and all other proper etforts to advance 
his cause in Belgium. 


ConcLtusion—It was my intention to have subjoined some remarks : 
1. On the hindrances which the Gospel, every where in those parts of 
the continent which I have visited, meets from the connection of the 
church with the state, and the interference of civil governments. 2. On 
the dreadful influence which a want of discipline, and the erroneous 
views which pervade the Protestant churches, generally, on the subject 
of admitting people to church membership, have exerted, and must con- 
tinue to exert, so long as they are permitted to exist to corrupt the church 
of Christ. And 3. On the importance of having every city in Europe 
where there is any considerable number of English and Americans resi- 
ding, no matter for what length of time. supplied with able and zealous 
ministers of the Gospel, not only with a view of benefitting them, but 
also of aiding in promoting the work of the Lord among the native pop- 
ulation. But the great length of this Report compels me to postpone 
the consideration of these important topics. 


Syria.—The following communication from Mr. Smith, dated Bey- 
root, March 17, 1836, on a deeply interesting subject, closely connected 
with the propogation of spiritual Christianity in Syria, and perhaps 
throughout the dominions of the viceroy of Egypt, will sufficiently ex- 
plain itselfi— Missionary Herald. 

Acquittal of a Druze, arrested for becoming a Christian. 

An event has recently occurred here, having so important 1 bearing 
upon our labors and prospects, that I hasten to report to you the leading 
circumstances connected with it. 

You are aware that apostacy from Mohammedanism is prohibited by 
Moslem law under penalty of death ; and that this law has hitherto been 
strictly executed. Yet it has been a question of much interest to mis- 
sionaries, whether, under the influence of the innovations recently in- 
troduced into this country from Europe, this law would not become a 
dead letter. Lately this question has become one of great practical in- 
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terest to this station in relation to the Druzes, as you will learn from 
our last joint letter. But we hardly thought, when penning that letter 
that it was so soon to be tried. 

The Druzes are not really Moslems, but in consequence of their pro- 
fession, they have ever been treated as such by the law; and Recently, 
on the ground of this profession, soldiers have been levied from among 
them, as from the other Moslems. It is true that some have from tim. 
to time in years past joined the native Christian sects in Mount Leba. 
non, Without molestation; but then it was done in secret, under a loca! 
government that favored Christianity, and the converts were therefoye 
never complained of to the Mohammedan authorities. The fact, how. 
ever, has for years been well understood, and here we found ground for 
encouragement. We hoped, should any convert of ours he seized for 
punishment, to be able successfully to plead established precedenis, 
But the local authority, which was favorable in those cases, being papal, 
is opposed to us, and could not be be expected to lift a finger in our aid, 

The case which I am about to relate to you is that of the Druze. 
whom | mentioned in my letter of December 2d. as the only one, who, 
together with his family, still persevered in attending regularly upon 
our instructions. My first acquaintance with him was in September or 
October last. He was brought to me as one who wished to put himself 
and family under our instructions and embrace Protestantism. Thougi, 
a native of my immediate neighborhood, he had spent a part of the several 
last vears in a village not far off, belonging to the mountains. There 
he had two of his sons baptized by the Maronites, and had professed him- 
self openly to be no longer a Druze, but a Christian. He had been pre- 
vented from receiving baptism, however, by fear of his relations, who 
had once gone in a body and beaten him. He now wished to remove 
his family again to his house in my neighborhood, if I thought he would 
be in no danger. Having then a good deal of influence over the Druzes 
around me, and over his relations among the rest, I told him to bring his 
family down, send his children to school, and attend upon every oppor- 
tunity of religious instruction, and [ trusted no harm would befal him. 

He followed my advice, and from that time he and his family were 
regular attendants upon our religious services, and four of his children 
were in our schools. He professed a strong attachment to the Saviour, 
was an attentive hearer of the word, and evidently made progress, as 
well as his wife also, in religious knowledge. Both were anxious for 
baptism, openly declared themselves Protestants, and were known as 
such by all. Even an officer of the emeer besheer respected him in 
this character, leaving him unmolested, on finding in his hand a testi- 
mony from me that he was a Christian, while he was seizing all his 
Druze neighbors for soldiers. He was never admitted to our church, 

nor did we consider that we had sufficient evidence of the conversion of 
his heart. Yet he was regarded by the public as having to all intents 
and purposes joined us. 

He was thus living quietly at home, when, somewhat more than a 
month ago, it was reported to me one Sahbath evening that some of the 
officers of the governor were searching for him. I immediately sent out 
and brought him from his hiding place to my house, where, according 
to rights granted in this country to Europeans, no one would venture to 
take him without my leave, or at least thatof my Consul. In this asy- 
lum he and his sons remained more than a fortnight, the ofhcers almost 
every day searching forthem in the neighborhood. I repeatedly sent 
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to inquire of the select men of the Moslems who sent these officers, 
what was wanted of him; and was unitormly answered that the Gov- 
ernor had heard that the had become a Protestant, and wanted to see 
him to inquire what had induced him to take such astep. As it was well 
known, however, that he was with me, and the governor made no de- 
mand of me for him, and the search for him gradually ceased, | began 
to think that the afiair had no other origin than the complaint of an ene- 
my to these select men merely, and that they would carry it no farther. 
The man also, being poor, and unabled to live without laboring, could 
not continue long thas inactive. Accordingly having the otier of an 
oven about an hour distant, under the government of the mountains, he 
was induced to take it, being by trade a baker. Here it was thought 
he would be safe, as the governors of Beyroot have never been allowed 
to seize men Within the territories of the mountains. He accordingly 
moved his family thither for a permanent residence, hoping when the 
present search was over, to attend our meetings every Sabbath. 

He was hardly settled here before the government, contrary to all 
usage, sent outa number of officers and seized him as he was working 
athis oven. ‘The crime alleged against him, was the same as already 
mentioned, that he had become a protestant. On the road he was se- 
verely beaten to make him confess that he was a Moslem; and on 
reaching the city, was thrust into prison. Fearing that he might through 
tear deny Christ, I visited him as soon as possible in prison, and asked 
him what he intended to profess himself, whether a Christian or a Mos- 
lem, and urged him to make the profession he intended to abide by, as 
upon it would be based the steps we intended to take; declaring to him 
at the same time, that if he was a Moslem, we had nothing more to do 
for him; but that if he were a Christian, we would do what we could. 
In reply he professed before perhaps a dozen Moslems, whom my_pre- 
sence had drawn together, that he was a Christian, and that were they 
to burn him at the stake, be would die a Christian. ‘These by-standers 
immediately reported my visit to the governor, and 1 was hardly gohe 
before he was thrust into the inner prison, and ordered to be put in 
chains. My visit proved very opportune. He had not then been brought 
before his accusers; but soon after they came and tried every means, by 
promises and threats, to make him say that he was a Mohammedan. 
With unshaken firmness he persevered in declaring himself a Christian, 
and they at length left him still in the inner prison. Such a confession 
had never been made in Beyroot before ; and much public attention was 
attracted by it. The poor man in his dungeon, aware of the danger of 
his situation, seemed to spend much of his time in prayer, and 
was often heard by his fellow-prisoners, in the watches of the night, 
calling upon Jesus Christ to help him. He even sent directions to a 
friend respecting the disposal of his few effects, in case he should be 
martyred, thereby showing his calculation to persevere unto death. 

Whether any thing could be done by us for his release appeared very 
doubtful. He was in the employ of no European when seized, so that 
he could not be claimed as a protected subject. Nor had we, as pro- 
testants, any religious rights in the country by treaty, which could give 
ground to any official interference whatever. ‘There was no way but 
to see that the case was brought as fairly as possible before the higher 
authorities of the land, and then left to be decided according to what 
might be their views of justice and toleration. Nor were we unwil- 
ling, on the whole, that such a test should be presented to them, that we 

might know what was to be expected of them hereafter 
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The American consul at Beyroot, who took a deep interest in ; 

case. addressed a letter to Soleiman Pasha, next in power to Ibrahim, a 
who was then at Sidon, on his way to Beyroot. This was favora}|, 
received, and the pasha replied with kindness, adding a wish that the 
persecuted family should send a petition to him, by which the facts 
might be brought before him, so that he might be ready to judge Whieg 
he should arrive at Beyroot. This was accordingly done, and } 
requisite evidence bearing on the case was prepare de A petition et 
also sent to the governor. Mr. Smith proceeds in the narrative— 

Having sent this petition, we felt that we had nothing to do, but y 
commit the case to God, and wait for his providence to work out the 
result. Upon this result we felt that important consequences depended. 
Should it be unfavourable. all further inquiry might be checked among 
the Druzes, through fear of persecution. Should it be favorable. 
would be almost an epoch in Mohammedan government, establish ing th 
precedent, before untried in a legal tribunal, that a Druze, notwithstan. 
ding his profession of Mohammedauism, has the right to embrace Christ). 
anity, aud that, even in the protestant form. Thus would the door b 
opened wider among the Druzes, and more countenance be given to our 
labours in the country. 

The poor man had his food daily sent to him by us, with messages to cheer 
him. Inducements to persevere he ueeded not, as he was fully determi- 
ned upon this from the first, and never wavered. The case was pro- 
longed. Soleiman Pasha’s arrival was delayed from day to day, and 
nothing heard from him, except a word now and then from Mr. 
diplomatic agent of several Kuropean consuls, attached to the pasha’s 
suite, that he was still interesting himself in it. 

At length the pasha arrived ; and the poor prisoner's wife immediate- 
ly waited on him, and continued waiting at his gate daily. Every obsta- 
cle was thrown in the way of her access to him by the governor, and 
generally only the presence of the consul’s janissary could get her admit- 
tance. Sometimes she was told to come to-morrow, and sometimes she 
was promised his release. Once or twice she received orders from the 
governor, as she supposed, for his release, which produced no effect. 

Sut it appeared in the end, that all these hinderances were created by 
the governor. ‘The pasha was well disposed, wishing only to accom. 
plish the object without the appearance of European influence, and with- 
out stirring up Moslem fanaticism. The governor’s last pretext for 
delay was, that as the man belonged to the mountain, he would give 
him up when an officer of the emeer should demand him; thinking, 
doubtless, that he had so prejudiced the emeer that no such demand 
would be made. But it so happened that the officer of the village 
where Kasim was seized, was within the reach of our influence. Word 
was immediately sent to him, and he came down and demanded the 
prisoner. Driven thus from every subterfuge, and threatened at last 
by Mr. Lapi, with being deposed from his ollice, he finally presente: d 
himself in person at the door of the prison, and told Kasim to go forth 
free. 

Thus terminated, after an imprisonment of seventeen days, the first 
ease of a converted Druze called to confess Jesus Christ before a Mos- 
Jem tribunal. How great the change of Moslem ideas of toleration indi- 
cated by its favourable result! So great has been the fear of Moslem 
wealth in similar cases, that Druze nobles of the highest rank, in embra- 
cing Christianity in their mountain fastnesses, have not dared even to 
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this day to let it be publicly known, and have concealed their religion 
in the veil of hypocrisy. 

The poor man immediately came to us from his prison, thanking the 
Saviour for his deliverance. Even for his imprisonment also he thanked 
the Lord, only complaining of some vicious boys, who were allowed to 
come daily and curse his religion; and of his brother, who had mocked 
him in his dungeon, wishing that he might come forth from it, only to 
enter his grave. 

The man and his wife still appear well, they are constant attendants 
at our family devotions, are thankful and interested recipients of instrue- 
tion, and three of their children are in our families, constantly enjoying 
religious and other privileges. I trust their ignorance, which is yet 
great, may give place to intelligent views of truth, and that God may 
write their names in the book of life. 





Art. iX. Miscellany. 


SappaTH VioLaTion.—Be sure and wind up the clock on Sunday !— 
I passed the night in D , with an enterprising citizen, and in the 
morning as he was stepping into the stage to be absent for a week, he 
said to his wife, ‘my dear, be sure and wind up the clock on Sunday.’ 
He was a good citizen, aud believed his Bible, and had often read the 
divine direction about the Sabbath. ‘In it thou shalt not do any.’ I 
wonder he had not said ‘be sure and have all your little matters 
adjusted before the Sabbath, that you and your children may spend the 
whole day serving God, and preparing for eternity.—But instead of that 
he said,*be sure and wind up the clock Sunday.’ This direction run 
through my mind for hours, and as the thought expanded a little, I found 
my friend D———-was much like other people, reserving many little 
things to be done on the-Lord’s day. I thought as I passed the streets, 
that I could see many long beards that were to be cut on Sunday, and 
many counting the time till Sabbath, that their boots, shoes, and clothes 
might be brushed. I could see others accustomed to look upon their 
stray sheep or cattle, to walk around their distant fields of grass and 
grain, to see whether the fences were all safe or to learn whether the 
flocks and herds did not need some attention that could not be well 
afforded on any other day. 

Others make the Sabbath a delight because they can hear and tell the 
news as they go to and from the church,and at the recess,and in the family 
circles atter their return. They really learn more upon the Sabbath 
than they do from their visitors, periodicals and books, the other six days. 
A worldly man once said, ‘I love to go to church, it is such a capital 
place to hear the news.’ 

Many singular plans are devised about the house of God. Appoint- 
ments are made for visiting; errands are done to save time; friends 
meet and exchange their messages of love and friendship ; pleasure boats, 
pleasure coaches and horses, are in great demand upon the Lord’s day. 

Many who find diseases creeping upon themselves or their children, 
wait till Sabbath, and then seek medical advice, so that many physicians 
and apothecaries must do twice as much business, as upon other days. 
It is not strange for the sick to see multitudes of pretended friends upon 
Vou. XIII. 40 
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that holy day. They are left without consolation or aid six days, but on 
the seventh their rooms are crowded to suffocation, and many a suffer. 
er has lost his life by this periodical kindness. 

Most of courts sit Monday, and I know one eminent lawyer who wil/ 
go on Saturday, or will not go till Monday, and he is exerting a most 
salutary influence upon the bar, in that whole region. Others both 
judges and lawyers, (some standing high too in the church,) do not 
‘remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy,’ but in sight of the common 
people who look up to professional men for example, ride across the 
country on the Sabbath so as to be ready at Court. 

The Jews used to make the day previous, a day of preparation for the 
Sabbath, but we strangely reverse it, and make the Sabbath a day of 
preparation for the week, and alsoa time to bring up numerous little ar- 
rearages, that are deferred till some more leisure day. 

This systematic Sabbath breaking, has become so common, that if the 
best of your readers will examine themselves carefully, they will find 
some form of this sin habitual.—Cincinnati Journal. 


Important Apvicr To CLerGymen.—‘ Take heed to yourselves, 
that your graces may be maintained in life and in action, 

For this end preach to yourselves the sermons you study, before you 
preach them to others. If you were to do this, for your own sakes, it 
would be no labor lost. But I principally recommend it, on the public 
account and for the sake of the church. When your minds are in a 
holy frame, your people are lilely to partake of it. Your prayers and 
praises, and doctrine will be sweet and heavenly to them. They are 
likely to feel it when they have been much with God. That which is 
on your hearts most, will be most in their ears. I confess that I must 
speak it by lamentable experience, that I publish to my flock the dis- 
tempers of my soul. When I let my heart grow cold, my preaching is 
cold; and when it is confused, my preaching is confused also. And I 
have often observed in the best of my hearers, that when I grow cold 
in my preaching, they have grown cold accordingly. The next prayers 
I have heard from them, have been too much like my sermons. You 
cannot decline or neglect your duty, but others will be losers by it as 
well as yourselves.—If we let our love decrease, and if we abate our 
holy care and watchfulness, it will soon appear in our doctrine. If the 
matter show it not, the manner will; and our hearers are likely to fare 
worse for it. Whereas, if we could abound in faith, and love, and zeal, 
how would they overflow to the refreshing of our congregations! 
Watch, therefore, brethren, over your ownhearts. Keep out lusts and 
worldly inclinations; and keep up the life of faith and love. Be much 
at home, and much with God. If it be not your daily, serious business 
to study your own hearts, to subdue corruptions, and to “walk with 
God,” all will go amiss with you, and you will starve your audience. 
Or if you have an affected fervency, you cannot expect any great bles- 
sing to attend it. Above all, be much in secret prayer and meditation. 
There you must fetch the heavenly fire that must kindle your sacrifi- 
ces.”’—Bazter. 





InaTTENTIVE Hrarers.— The causes of inattention are ‘ multiform 
and mixed.’ In some cases it arises from the monotonous train of 
thought in the preacher—the want of interest which he manifests in his 
subject—the dullness of his manner—the lukewarmness of his address— 
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and a familiarity with his principal topics and leading propositions. 
While in others it is occasioned by a display of reasoning without its 
power—by the appearance of fervor without its heart—and by an atlec- 
tation of earnestness which seeks to move the passions without first en- 
lizhtening the understanding. These are cases where the attention of 
an audience is apt to flag for the want of that stimulus which the mind 
almost invariably demands. It behoves ministers, then, to look well to 
their master, and to their manner, and to their spirit, when they see 
evidences of inattention in those whom they are called to address; for 
itis possible that the evil may exist in themselves rather than in their 
hearers. Or at least that they are chargeable with a portion of the in- 
attention which they perceive in others. 

But hearers are often inattentive when these causes do not exist. 
The most faithful and Jaborious and able preachers find among their 
auditors many who seem to have assembled for no other purpose than 
to while away an hour of that time which hangs heavily upon them. 


Instead of having their minds intent upon the subject under discusssion 


one is engaged in calculations of profit or loss—another in balancing the 
probabilities of success in some anticipated speculation or adventure ; 
another in making comments upon passing events, and still another—and 
perhaps this embraces a large majority of inattentive hearers—is thrown 
in a kind of reverie, half aslec ep and half awake—now catching a sentence 
uttered from the pulpit—now losing another in the vacuity of thought— 
and now a thousand incoherent images real and visionary flit across his 
mind in rapid succession and touch it so lightly in their passage that 
memory cannot recalthem. For proof of this, ask, what was the text !— 
the text is forgotten. What was the subject’) The subject is not re- 
membered. What doctrine was illustrated or what duty was enforced ?— 
It cannot be told, and all this by way of apology is usually attributed to 
a treacherous memory. Or if perchance the text after some effort is 
recalled, you can gather nothing more of the discourse from one of your 
inattentive hearers. 

If we would search for the rest of the matter we shall find that this 
inattention is partly the result of habit. ‘The mind has never been 
accustomed to fix itself upon any thought and pursue it with steadiness 
of purpose to a definite conclusion. And hence is it that weariness is 
superinduced whenever the intellect of such persons is taxed, as it often 
is, in a well arranged and able discourse. But this is not all. In their 
own feelings there is no congeniality with the truths which are uttered. 
Their affections are estranged from the subject. and if they think of it at 
all it excites unpleasant set nsations, Or perhaps they may be conscious 
of their own delinquency, or of their own exposure to danger ; and to 
avoid looking it full in the face, they strive to withdraw their thoughts 
from considerations which are unpleasant and the urging of which cre- 
ates feelings of repugnance. 

Now there are two cases in which attention is elicited. The first is 
where the truths of the gospel are loved and ardently loved. Then the 
mind is open to conviction, ‘The heart pants after more knowledge of 
God and of his revealed will, and feasts upon those thoughts which are 
even familiar, drawing from them richer and still richer nourishment 
and thus is strengthened and encouraged and emboldened to do the will 
of God. The other is where the mind is awakened to see that danger 
is real—or where the latent enmity of the heart puts on its vigor and 
strength. An impulse is thus given to the mind which it cannot resist. 
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Other subjects cannot engross his thoughts. It must dwell upon the 
truths uttered, even though they may be hated and repelled. And one 
of two results ensues, There ts either a renovation of heart—a subjec- 
tion to the spirit of Christ—or the enmity is confirmed, and indifference 
supervenes, when the Spirit is withdrawn, and the last state of that man 
is worse than the first. 

But is it not strange that Christians should be inattentive, when the 
truths of that gospel to which they are indebted for life and salvation are 
proclaimed’? Can they be inattentive, and still retain the exercise of 
faith and hope and charity? If they detect themselves in this spirit, is 
it not a sufficient reason for them to examine the foundation upon which 
they are building ’—to ask themselves whether they have any title to 
the endeared appellation by which they are called! And is it strange 
also that sinners should be inattentive, when a subject of so much import- 
ance as salvation through the Cross of Christ 1s presented to them? 
But strange as it is, the fact is indisputable, and shows the alarming 
state of apathy respecting their immortal interests, into which they have 
fallen; and from which unless they are awakened before their death- 
knell tolls, they will then awake to hear their final sentence and sink to 
everlasting ruin. PARVULUS. 


Yate Cottece.—The whole number of students this year, is 570. 
The following is the list of the faculty and instructors: 

Rev, Jeremiah Day, 8. T. D., LL. D., President; Hon. David Dag- 
gett, 1. L. D., Kent Professor of Law ; Thomas Hubbard, M. D. profes- 
sor of the principles and practice of Surgery ; Benjamin Silliman, M. 
D., LL. D., professor of Chemistry, Pharmacy, Mineralogy and Geo- 
logy; James L. Kingsley, LL. D., professor of the Latin Language 
and Literature: Eli Ives, M. D., professor of the theory and practice 
of Physic; William Tully, M. D., professor of Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics; Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor, 8. T. D., Dwight Profes- 
sor of Didactic Theology ; Jonathan Knight, M. D., professor of Ana- 
tomy and Physiology; ‘Timothy P. Beers, M. D., professor of Obstet- 
rics; Josiah W. Gibbs, A. M., professor of Sacred Literature ; Samuel 
J. Hitchcock, Esq., instructor in the Science and Practice of Law; 
Rev. Eleazar T. Fitch, 8S. T. D., Livingston Professor of Divinity ; 
Rev. Chauncey A. Goodrich, 8. T. D., professor of Rhetoric and Ora- 
tory; Denison Olmsted, A. M., professor of Natural Philosophy and 
Astronomy; Theodore D. Woolsey, A. M., professor of the Greek 
Language and Literature ; Charles U. Shepard, A. B., lecturer in Na- 
tural History; Anthony D. Stanley, A. M., professer elect of Mathe- 
matics ; John O. Colton, A. M., tutor in Greek ; Seth C. Brace, A. M., 
tutor in Latin; Alphonso Taft, A. M., tutor in Natural Philosophy ; 
Ebenezer A. Johnson, A. M. tutor in Latin; Samuel W. S. Dutton, 
A. M. tutor in Greek ; Samuel St. John, A. B., tutor in Latin; Nathan 
P. Seymour, A. B., tutor in Mathematics; Samuel G. Whitlesey, A. 
B., tutor in Mathematics; James D. Dana, A. M., assistant to the pro- 
fessor of Chemistry; Francois Turner, Bachelier-es-Letires et Licencie 
en Droit duns ’lUniversite de France, instructor in the French lan- 
guage ; Robert Bakewell, instructor in Drawing and Perspective.— 


NV. Y. Ob. 


—— 


TEMPERANCE AMONG SEAMEN.—The ship Switzerland, Capt. Charles 
Hunt, sailed on Friday forenoon for Charleston and Havre, having on 
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board a temperance crew from the sailors’ boarding house in Purchase 
street, called the “ Sailor's Home,” and probably no ship ever left this 
port with a better crew,—eleven of them are members of a Temper- 
ance Society, and five are professors of religion. 

Before the ship cast off from the wharf, they were assembled in the 
cabin and addressed by their pastor, Rev. Mr. Lord, Chaplain of the 
Seamen’s Church in Purchase street, in a very interesting manner, 
enjoining upon them to perform their duties to their officers, to their 
owners, to their shipmates and to their God. After which a prayer 
was offered by Rev. Mr. Rogers, of the Franklin street Church. A 
more impressive and interesting sight could not well be conceived; the 
hardy sons of the ocean, kneeling whilst uniting in the fervent prayer 
of the reverend gentleman, and we doubt not that the effect of this 
closing scene will be beneficial to their future characters. These eleven 
young men all look forward to the period when they will attain the 
command of a vessel, three of them having been mates of vessels here- 
tofore, but a desire to continue for atime longer with their companions, 
has led them to go in a subordinate capacity, and we trust that their 
ambition to rise will meet with encouragement from our ship owners. 
A library of books, of limited extent, but sufficient for their use, has 
been furnished—and each book is endorsed “ Forecastle Library of Ship 
Switzerland,” comprising a variety of interesting, useful and entertain- 
ing works,—and they also are provided with nautical books and instru- 
ments for improvement in navigation. 

The “Sailor's Home.” in Purchase street, is what it purports to be— 
a home for the sailors, where they are treated like men and like civil- 
ized beings. It now has near thirty inmates, and all seamen who have 
been there once will go to no other house, upon their return to port. 
We trust our enterprising ship owners will encourage this establish- 
ment, by suggesting to the crews of their vessels coming into port to go 
there; and by sending there for crews, and thus keeping them out of 
the hands of the sharks of landlords and shipping agents.— Boston Mer- 
cantile Journal. 





Usner’s nasit or Catecntsinc.—He found the fruit of this to be 
very great and pleasing, even among the ordinary sort of people, upon 
their coming to receive the Lord’s Supper ; because they, bringing in 
their names, had constantly some account taken of their fitness, which 
was found to be considerable, and to derive itself very much from fre- 
quent catechising. He used constantly to have his own family instruc- 
ted every Friday in the afternoon, for a full hour together, and the 
younger part of his auditors every Lord’s day before the evening prayer 
and sermon. He found catechising an excellent way * to build up souls 
in the most holy faith,” and that none were more sound and serious 
Christians, than those who were well instructed in these fundamental 
principles. This was the way Reformation was advanced in Europe, 
and Christianity in the primitive days; and this will be found the princi- 
pal way to keep them alive, to maintain their vigour and flourish. The 
first Reformers from the Popish defection laboured abundantly in this, 
and saw and rejoiced in the great success thereof. It is affirmed by 
Hegesippus, in his ecclesiastical history, “That by virtue of catechising, 
there were few nations in the world, (I think he says None) but had 
received an alteration in their heathenish religion within forty years 
after the passion of Christ.” AndI have read it as a usual complaint of 
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some Jesuits, “That they found there was but little hope of bringin 
back to the Romish church, or of unsettling or discomposing such Refor. 
med Churches as were constant and serious in the use of catechising,” 


Art. X. Home Affairs. 


Miamt Prespytery. Mr. Editor—In your October number there 
is a notice of a resolution passed by the Associate Presbytery of Mi- 
ami, sanctioning and recommending the American Bible Society, as a 
proper means of distributing the scriptures. In order that the truth 
may be more fully known, it seems proper to note this farther repre- 
sentation—the resolution was passed at their meeting by a small majori- 
ty. Andat the serni-arnual meeting,succeeding all the ministers belonging 
to the Presbytery being met, so many dissents were entered as to make 
a majority of the whole—partly, because it is conceived the notice be- 
fore given is defective, and calculated to give the erroneous idea. that 
the majority of the members are in favor of the resolution ; and partly 
because it may have the effect to prevent some from contributing to 
the Associate Synod’s Society, for distributing the Bible with psalms, 
but chiefly because it is apprehended it may do injury to the cause of 
a scriptural psalmody, and a faithful testimony for all the truths of 
Christ, for us to give our aid to the American Bible Society, while we 
have easy access toa better way. I think it needful that this public 
statement respecting the resolution, should be laid before your readers. 

Respecting the resolution on the subject of a mission to the heathen, 
it may not be amiss to state that there was a large minority of the minis- 
ters in the Presbytery opposed to it: Not but that they fully believe, 
that to all the extent of our power, we are to endeavor to send the gos- 
pel to every one of the haman family ; but while they do this, they 
are not afraid, nor unwilling to meet popular and public odium, if it be 
needful, by contending, that we may as effectually promote the spread 
of the gospel by laboring in a sphere of less notoriety; and farther, 
that in our circumstances, as a witnessing church for us to go into an 
effort at a foreign mission, is a measure fraught with serious danger. 


J. W. 


Lower Canapa.—The following is an extract of a letter from 
Rev. J. P. Miller, relating to his late missionary tour in Lower Canada. 

“] spent about six weeks in Lower Canada—found a number of peo- 
ple much concerned for a more pure dispensation of gospel ordinances 
than that which they have access to. I preached in different places, and 
organized two congregations, one at Hemmingsford, the other at Beech 
Ridge. In these two places (which are by the present road eighteen 
miles apart.) I admitted to the fellowship of the church about fifty per- 
sons. In Hemmingsford I despensed the sacrament of the Lord’s sup- 
per. Both these places are in Beauharnais county. Beech Ridge is 
twenty one miles from La Prairie, which is opposite to Montreal. The 
other place is fourteen miles west of the village of Champlaiu, and near 
the line between the United States and Lower Canada.” 


Wuatl Have Hearp. Mr. Editor—I have heard the societyism 
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of the day vindicated by many intelligent men ; and again I have heard 

it denounced as unscriptural. Ihave heard a minister of the gospel 

in his application of a sermon preached from 2nd Chronicles xix. 2. 

“And Jehu the son of Henani, the seer went out to meet him, and 

said to king Jehoshaphat, shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love 

them that hate the Lord, therefore is wrath upon thee from before the 

Lord,”) condemn the ‘Temperance Society, the Home Missionary So- 

ciety, Anti-Slavery Society, &c. &c. At another time, Ihave heard the 

same minister, in the application of a sermon preached from Jeremiah 

vi. 16. (**Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways, and see and ask 

for the old paths, where is the good way, aud walk therein, and ye 

shall find rest for your souls,”) condemn in no measured terms the 

combinations of the day, particularly that of the Temperance cause ; 

saying that we never hear of the great good they are doing, except 
through the trumpet of their own sounding; that we have no intita- 
tion of such combinations in the scripture, except it be that in Reve- 
lations xiii. 5, giving an account of the beast with seven heads and ten 
horns, speaking great things and blasphemies. 1 have heard the same 
minister say that an association got up to oppose and counteract Pope- 
ry, was placing the business of putting down the beast into the hands 
of the world. I have heard it argued and that by a minister of the 
gospel tov, that the principle of entire abstinence from intoxicating 
drinks, was an unscriptural principle, founding his reasoning on such 
scriptures as the following—Judges ix. 13. “And the vine said unto 
them, should | leave my wine, which cheereth God and man”’—Psalm 
civ. 15. “And wine that maketh glad the heart of man.’”’—Isa. lvi. 1. 
“Yea come buy wine.”—also upon Pauls direction to Timothy, and our 
Saviour’s example in making wine at the marriage supper. On the 
the other side of the question, I have heard it argued, that the principle 
of entire abstinence had the sanction of holy writ, principally support- 
ing the argument by Romans xiv. 21. “It is good neither to eat flesh, 
nor drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is of- 
fended,or is made weak.” Proverbs xxxi. 4. “It is not for kings, O Lemuel, 
itis not for kings to drink wine, nor for princes strong drink” —also by 
the example of the Rechabites, Jer. 35. Lhope for the edification of 
those whose minds are unsettled on these subjects, that some of your 
correspondents will, through the medium of the Monitor, give the prin- 
ciples of societyism, a full and scriptural investigation. 

J.S. 


Mr. Breckenrince’s Lerrer.—According to promise, we present 
to our readers in the present No. Mr. Breckenridge’s Letter to Dr. 
Wardlaw. We have been astonished at the boundless praise which 
many of our cotemporaries have bestowed upon this letter. Viewed 
as a specimen of recrimination it is certainly welldone. Dr. Wardlaw 
charges the American government and nation, with the sin of slavery; 
Mr. Breckenridge flies into a passion at this, and in a long letter shows 
that Great Britain herself is guilty of many such sins, as great, and 
even greater! This is the sum and substance of his highly extolled 
letter. Itis entirely destitute of argument. There is nothing in it to 
show that the above charge made against our nation is not true. This 
is not even attempted. On the contrary, it seems to be admitted; for 
the whole tenor and drift of this long letter, amounts simply to this— 
“True, we Americans are a guilty people, but you Britons are 
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abundantly more so.” This letter has been regarded by some, as an 
able defence of the character of the American nation; but, in our 
opinion, recrimination forms but a poor defence of character. After 
all, the letter in question is not destitute of interest, and we hope also, 
that it may be made useful. The description it gives of the evils tole. 
rated by the British government, may be a means of turning the atten. 
tion of British Reformers and Philanthronists to those evils, with a view 
to their speedy removal. 


ADVERTISEMENT.—Just published, by William S. Young, No. 173, 
Race street, Philadelphia, the whole works of the Rev. Esenezer 
Erskine; consisting of Sermons and Discourses, on the most important 
and interesting subjects, with an enlarged memoir of the author, by the 
Rev. D. Frazer, from the London edition of 1826, in three volumes, 
Price from 3 25, to 5 50, varying according to paper and binding. 

Any person procuring subscribers for five copies, and forwarding the 
money to the publishers, will be entitled to a sixth copy gratis. 

To those who purchase twenty copics, or more, a discount of twenty 
per cent, will be made; and where five dollars, or more, are enclosed, 
remittances may be made at the expense of the publishers. 

As the price of the work is very low, and the edition not large, sub- 
scribers and others are assured that it will not hereafter be diminished, 

The Author being weil known, the usual Recommendations were 
deemed unnecessary. ‘The following favorable testimonials have been 
selected fromthe writings of clergymen equally eminent for literary ta- 
lents and evangelical piety. 

“In these Sermons, the reader will find a faithful adherence to the 
design of the Gospel, a clear defence of those doctrines which are ‘the 
pillar and ground of truth,’ a large compass of thought, and a happy 
flow of words, both judicious and tamitiar.”—Rev. Thomas Bradbury, 
Author of Sermons on the Mystery of Godliness,” §c. 

“Were I to read with a single view to the edification of my heart in 
true faith, solid comfort, and evangelical holiness, | would have recourse 
to Mr. Erskine, and take his volumes for my guide, my companion, and 
my familiar friend.”—Rev. J. Hervey’s “Theron and Aspasio.” 

“These sweet discourses were wonderfully blessed tomy soul. Great 
was my rejoicing and triumph in Christ. The Lord was with me of a 
truth, and his gracious visitation revived my spirit. ‘The Lord was 
gracious to my soul this afternoon. The Spirit was my Comforter, and 
Mr. Erskine’s two Sermons on the Rainbow of the Covenant were the 
channel through which that comfort was conveyed.”—Rev. Augustus 
Toplady’s Memoirs. 

“It is with particular pleasure the author embraces the opportunity of 
acknowledging his vast obligations to Mr. Erskine’s Sermons on the 
Assurance of Faith. He wishes the reader carefully to peruse this ex- 
cellent performance, in order todirect and enlarge his views of this sub- 
ject.” —Rev. Archibald Hall's ‘Treaties on Faith.” 

“Ralph and Ebenezer Erskine’s works are voluminous, highly evan- 
gelical, the productions of minds strongly attached to truth, devotional, 
and zealous.”—Dr. Williams’ “Christian Preacher.” 

The Rev. Dr. Erskine, of Edinburgh, speaking of Messrs. Boston, 
E. Erskine, and other writers of the same class, observes, ‘“Their evan- 
gelical strain, is, indeed, justly valued by many serious Christians, of 
almost all denominations.” —“Sermons, Vol. I.” 
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To our Patrons. 


Subscribers who are in arrears are requested to make paymétit as soon as prac- 


ticable. 


discount here as possible. 


Such notes ought to be sent us, as are believed to be subject to as little 
Sometimes the postage and discount on nofes sent us, run 


away with all the profits. All letters ought to be post paid, excepting~such as con- 
tain remittances or directly relate to the interests of the Mogfitor. 
As we kt ’e received no remittances of late tprough the Post-Office, and as we are 


not without apprehension, that there may have been some. miscarria 
persons concerned, nesnemeene 


concluded, for the satisfaction of the 


we have 


to publish 


monthly, on the cover, an account of all monies received by Jetter. 


AMES MARTIN. 


Receipts during the Month of December by letter. 


From Rev. Thos. Goodwillie,. . 
*6 ‘© David Gordon,..... 


-$10,00 
6.00 


ao oe 


From Rev. Jas. Wallace,. ++ se41 + $14.00 
J. Scroggs... veces 


ADVERTISEMENT .—For the benefit of a congregation, I will rent or sell-on moderate 
terms to Seceders, about 1500 acres of land near Rockport, at Midway, Spencer County, Indiana. 
If any desire it they can obtain Congress lands at $1,25 per acre, and my aid will be cheerfully 
rendered 


For turther particulars, direct to 


WM. SCANLAND P. M., 
Midway, Spencer Co., Indiana. 
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AGENTS. 
ALL MINISTERS AND PREACHERS OF THE ASSOCIATE CHURCR. 
In addition to the ministers and itinerating preachers of the As- 


sociate Church, who are authorized to receive subscri 


ious and 


money, and give receipts, the following persons are aut orized to 


act as agents: , 

John Robertson, Cambridge, Washington my 
N.Y. 

A. Bachop, Argyle, Washington Co. N. Y. 

G. A. Martin, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Alex. Gailey, Clark’s Ferry, Perry Co., Pa. 


Wm. McMinn. Potter's Mills, Centre.Co., Pa. { 


Andrew Graham, Baltimore, Md. - 
Andrew Munro, Canonrsburgh, Pa. 
Rev. Samuel Wilson, Xenia, Ohio. 





E. Lauderdalé, York, Livingston Co. N. Y. 

Tho's Cummings, Putnam. Wash’n Co. N. Y¥. 

James Wilson, Esq., Fawn Grove, York Co. Pa. 

Alexander W. Brewster, Erie, Pa. 

James Hateninson, Esq., New Londoa Cross 
Roads, Chester Co: Pa. 

John Smith, P. M., , Pesant Ren; Cole 

John Anderson, Huntingdoa, Pa. : 


William 3. Young, 173 Race-street, Philadelptia. 
Teams $2,00 per annum, payable in advance, or at the annual - 


meeting of the Associate Synod. 
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